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Everyone has a story about the first time they noticed
a bird whether it was a fledgling that had fallen from
a nest that “needed rescuing”, the bright flash of red
against a snowy backdrop (Northern Cardinal), a bird
dive-bombing someone’s head who had unwittingly
walked too near a baby Blue Jay on the ground,
someone triumphantly conquering the challenge of
focusing binoculars on a bird BEFORE it flew away, or
a blind birder proudly gaining the ability to identify a
bird based on its calls or song.
I believe my first memory of birds was when I was
two or three years old. I remember my father pointing
at what I now know were birds and talking about
them. I still love hearing a robin singing as evening
approaches and looking for it until I see it with its
head back singing away. Stories like these, excitedly
told by children and adults, are part of what has made
me smile and kept me passionate about birds and
Detroit Audubon for so long. The wonderment of birds
and nature is ageless.
A very important part of keeping birds around for
everyone to enjoy is maintenance of the habitat
appropriate to various bird species. For example,
Detroit Audubon Conservation Committee has
increasingly played a role in helping area parks
understand the importance of waiting to mow
grassland habitat until after breeding and nesting
seasons are done.

I am extending a personal invitation to you to
join us on a field trip and experience the fun and
excitement of birding with Detroit Audubon. Though
many programs are free, your membership in Detroit
Audubon is priceless to us. Elsewhere in this edition of
the Flyway outgoing president Jim Bull updates you
on all the fantastic projects and events happening this
year. There are many opportunities to volunteer with
some great and knowledgeable people. Someone
is always available on Facebook or by email
(rochelle@detroitaudubon.org).
Hope to see you in the field.

WOODWORKER NEEDED!
Are you a carpenter, adept at creating with wood
and a saw (with equipment)? If so, we could use your
help. When we moved our office down the hall at
Cass Commons we lost our beat-up conference table.
We did find a nice used one that fit better into our
new office space, but it is missing its expansion leaf.
Our table would be much more useful if we had a
leaf that could make it longer for some of our larger
meetings. We are hoping that there is carpenter
out there among our many members who would
volunteer to take on this project. Are you that person?
If so, please text Jim Bull at 313-855-7894 or email
him at jbull@detroitaudubon.org.

Opinions expressed by the authors and
editors do not necessarily reflect the
policy of Detroit Audubon.
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NEW OFFICERS FOR DETROIT AUDUBON as of January 1, 2019
President: Rochelle Breitenbach

Treasurer: Tom McKarns

Rochelle has been the vice-president for the last five years,
and is a past president of Detroit Audubon. She has served as
co-chair of the Annual Conservation Conference and Awards
Committee, initiated and coordinated the annual Volunteer
and Partners Appreciation Dinner, was the point person with
the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy partnership that produced the birding
interpretive station at Gabriel Richard Park along the Riverwalk, and has
been a major fundraiser for Detroit Audubon. She has also volunteered
with the Huron River Watershed Council and the Southeast Michigan
Land Conservancy.

Tom became involved with Detroit Audubon through
bringing his family for several years to Detroit Audubon’s
Spring Campout at the Loon Lake Lutheran Retreat Center
on Memorial Day Weekend. Tom is owner and CEO of EcoPhysics, an Ann Arbor based scientific equipment company.
He also serves as our Finance Chairperson.

Vice-president: Amy Greene
Amy works for the Detroit Zoo as Director of Nature Centers.
Yes, that’s Nature Centers with an “s.” She now directs both
the Belle Isle Nature Center and the new nature center the
zoo is developing in Macomb County, focused on the
Great Lakes. She has been on the board for two years, most recently
as our Secretary.

Secretary: Rebecca Minardi
Yes, this is an encore performance for Rebecca, as she served
as our able secretary when she first joined the board. She set
a high standard for producing detailed and accurate minutes
that were sent out sometimes within hours of the end of the
meeting. She also is co-editor (proofreader) for our quarterly
magazine, the Flyway and a member of the conservation committee. She is
a Ph.D. student in Community Sustainability at Michigan State University.

DETROIT BIRD CITY CLEAN-UP AND BOOT CAMP AUGUST 4, 2018
Photos and Story by Conservation Chair Diane Cheklich
Detroit Audubon’s Detroit Bird City project participated in Arise Detroit’s Neighborhoods Day on August 4, 2018. Thank you to everyone who
came out to help and learn about birds. We picked up a lot of junk, enhanced the pheasant habitat, built birdhouses, and did some birdwatching!
Special thanks to Urban Neighborhood Initiatives, Avalon International Breads and Detroit Institute of Bagels for their generous support!
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LAST BULLY PULPIT—A RETROSPECTIVE AND LAUNCHPAD
By Outgoing President James N. (Jim) Bull, Ph.D.
winner, who stole the show with her presentation
about her experiences at the ABA birding camp we
funded her to participate in. At that dinner, Bridget
and her mother, Mary, agreed to help us launch a
Young Birder’s Club (Her dad is now in his second
term as board member and legal counsel—he came
to us through her!). We also established and gave
our first Fred Charbonneau Bird Conservation Award
at that event. The first recipient was the late Fred
Charbonneau, and his widow, Dottie Charbonneau,
accepted on his behalf.

This will be my last Bully Pulpit column. On January
1st I turned over the reins of the Detroit Audubon
presidency to Rochelle Breitenbach, who is exactly
the right person to carry this organization forward
to the next level, and to help us fully implement
our plans for the future embodied in our five-year
strategic plan. She may have a column in future
Flyways, but under a different name than “Bully
Pulpit,” I’m sure.
Before I leave the presidency (I am not leaving
Detroit Audubon or the board), I wanted to share
with you how far we have come in the last five
years since I assumed the position in January 2014.
I do NOT claim credit for all or even most of these
accomplishments, but I have had a hand in helping
make them possible, sometimes simply bringing
a person on board who did the legwork. Still, it is
dizzying when I reflect back about how much we’ve
done together these last five years. Here are some
highlights that come to mind:
Our 75th Anniversary Celebration at the
Detroit Yacht Club. We began the year planning
and then implementing this grand celebration
under the leadership of then-board member Richard
Quick. Our keynote speaker was Chris Canfield,
National Audubon’s Vice-President for the Gulf Coast/
Mississippi Flyway. He had sobering information
about a new study about to be released by National
Audubon on the impact of Climate Change on North
American birds, yet left us with several signs of hope.
Though I presented on Detroit Audubon’s history, it
was Bridget Stempien, our Young Birder Scholarship

The Young Birders’ Club launched. Under Bridget
and Mary’s leadership, the Young Birder’s Club got
out the door with a bang with a field trip for a large
group of youth at Kensington Metropark. This was
followed by a trip to see behind the scenes at the
University of Michigan Museum’s bird collection,
an inspiring talk by Rose Attilio about her realized
youthful dream of birding in the Amazon Rainforest,
and a hike. The Young Birders’ Club is still a very
important aspect of our strategic plan, but our
Program Coordinator’s time will be taken up by a
major grant in 2019, so the club is on a temporary
hiatus. If there is a volunteer out there who can
take the reins, the club could get resurrected
much sooner.
We moved our office to Detroit and hired our
first Program Coordinator in April 2015. In
a bold and difficult decision, the board agreed to
open an office in Detroit. We hired our first Program
Coordinator, Sara (Cole) Srinivasan, who now works
for the Wildlife Habitat Council, sits on our board,
chairs our Education Committee, and co-chairs
our Futures (Strategic Plan) Committee. Those two
moves taken together opened up so many doors of
opportunity that were never open to us before. We
began offering programs at the Children’s Hospital
and in Midtown, led monthly field trips at Elmwood
Cemetery, and began a partnership with both the
Detroit Riverfront Conservancy and the Detroit
Children’s Museum. Sara left us all too soon to
become a full-time mom, but was followed by the
equally creative Terra Weiland, who helped us forge
many more partnerships. I think Terra tabled at every
event she could, spreading the word about Detroit
Audubon, connecting with teachers and youth
group leaders, and supervising our first intern, Ava
Landgraf, who is now a staff member. Jac Kyle, who
took over when Terra went to graduate school (she’s
still on our board), used her connections forged at
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Greening of Detroit to get us involved with a number
of schools and youth groups, wrote a grant to create
four season curriculum and implemented it in Detroit
Schools. Current Program Coordinator Bailey Lininger
will begin work on that grant in January. This fall
we moved into a larger office at Cass Commons,
which we now share with Audubon Great Lakes staff
members Brian Merlos and Sanaa Green.
Adopted the Detroit Areas Natural Grasslands
Initiative. The details are still being worked out for
what this will look like. Detroit Bird City is our chief
accomplishment, along with getting Belle Isle to
quit mowing the grass where Eastern Meadowlarks,
Eastern Bluebirds, Savannah Sparrows, Northern
Shrikes, Killdeer, Field Sparrows and more nested.
Our vision includes educational programs, large
scale restoration on the order of Ojibway Prairie in
Windsor, and possibly a billboard and/or a float on
this theme in the Thanksgiving Day parade.
We dedicated the Birding Spot on the
Riverwalk across from Belle Isle in Gabriel
Richard Park. This was largely due to the
leadership of our incoming president, Rochelle
Breitenbach, who headed up our end of the
partnership with Detroit River International Wildlife
Refuge and the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy. The
spot includes a wayside exhibit about birds of the
Detroit River and a dedication of the spot in part
to our late great board member, Georgia Reid. Four
permanently installed spotting scopes are also part
of this interpretive station that celebrates the Detroit
River as an Important Bird Area (IBA).
Hired Erin Rowan as Research Coordinator/
Office Manager in October 2016. She was
a fantastic volunteer first, and then staff. Erin
upgraded our recruiting for our Christmas Bird
Counts, Safe Passage Grassland Bird Surveys, and
Detroit River International IBA Waterfowl Survey
with Bird Studies Canada.
Black Tern Research. We have been involved
with our partners, Audubon Great Lakes (AGL), in
critical research to identify the causes for this species’
steep decline and develop strategies to reverse
it. Picking up from board member Richard Quick’s
immersion (literally wading) into this project at the
St. Clair Flats IBA, to the involvement of professional
ornithologist, Erin Rowan, first as a volunteer and
then for two years as our staff Research Coordinator,
we have banded over 500 Black Terns, presented

FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE
at scientific conferences, written grants, recruited
several volunteers, expanded into Wigwam Bay near
Standish with volunteer and now staff member Ava
Landgraf, and sponsored fundraising and educational
cruises to St. Clair Flats to view and learn about Black
Terns. Program Coordinator Terra Weiland, along with
AGL biologist Caleb Putnam, created the cruises, but
they have been ably continued by Jac Kyle and Bailey
Lininger, our two most recent Program Coordinators.
We have also presented a number of programs for the
general public about our Black Tern work.
Urban Bird Treaty City. Terra and Erin did most
of the work for this, but I contributed as well. Tom
Schneider at the Detroit Zoo, and John Hartig,
former manager of the Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge, were also part of the writing team
for the application and the Urban Bird Treaty Agenda
that went along with it. We were part of a signing
ceremony adjacent to the Michigan DNR Outdoor
Adventure Center overlooking the Detroit River on
May 21, 2017. Local and national dignitaries were
also part of this momentous event.
Urban Bird Summit. Held in November of 2018 at
the Detroit Zoo, this was a follow-up to the Urban
Bird Treaty City designation, bringing in experts to
present on various bird groups and their status in the
Detroit area. You can access the proceedings at
www.detroitaudubon.org/2017-softsconference-urban-bird-summit/.
Recruited some stellar people to become
Detroit Audubon Board Members. These included
Donna Schneck, Connie and Stephen Perrine, Joe
Rashid, Terra Weiland, Sara Srinivasan, April McCray,
Jamie Lanier, Diane Cheklich, Rosann Kovalcik,
Amy Greene, Tom McKarns, Rebecca Minardi, Eric
Stempien, and Heidi Trudell. Some have left due to
personal time constraints, but all have helped move
Detroit Audubon into this new era.
Monthly Elmwood Cemetery Walks. What began
as a phone call with Joannie Capuano, Director of
the Elmwood Cemetery Foundation, these monthly
(and sometimes twice-monthly) field trips are some
of our most popular, often attracting folks new to
birding. We hope to produce a checklist of birds seen
at Elmwood through the seasons. Joannie says the
foundation will underwrite publication costs.
Pheasant Walks. I didn’t start these, but was very
much involved in bringing on Diane Cheklich as a
board member and Terra Weiland as a staff member,

and in starting the Detroit Area Native Grassland
Initiative. These walks are designed to not only get
folks interested in pheasants, but in grasslands, and
the birds that depend on them. These walks are
widely popular. We often have to turn away folks
because of so much interest.
Launched a partnership with the Swift
Sanctuary and dedicated the Stephen
Stackpole Memorial Swift Live Cam. This one
is on hold until the swifts return. Currently we are
trying to figure out why the swifts are now avoiding
this chimney, which used to be the largest roost
in North America. We co-sponsor two Swift Night
Out events each year to watch ten of thousands of
Chimney Swift go into the chimney every night.
The first is in May, which is a low-key event, and the
second is a two-day festival the fourth weekend in
September. The live cam which showed the swifts in
the chimney was on our website for three years. We
did not have funding for it this last season, but had
hoped to get it back up for 2019. However, the swifts
have stopped using the chimney. We hope to figure
out why and remedy whatever the problem is so that
the largest roost of chimney swifts in North America
will be back in business.
Safe Passage. This is our project that focuses on
urging buildings above six stories high to turn off
their lights (Lights Out program) during migration,
and urges bird-safe design of buildings—especially
glass, which is best done when a building is initially
planned, but we also push for retrofit measures. Our
late board member Fred Charbonneau, Joe Bartel,
and current board member Rochelle Breitenbach,
launched the program several years ago. Rob
Duchene, Rose Fielding, Doris Appelbaum, and other
volunteers kept it going and growing until we had a
staff member, Erin Rowan, who had the time to take
it to new heights, along with new chair and bird-safe
expert Heidi Trudell. Under Erin’s leadership, we now
have a strong partnership with the Detroit Zoo and
the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge, and
she was instrumental in seeing that Safe Passage
goals are now part of the Urban Bird Treaty City
Agenda. Our volunteer monitoring coverage of birdbuilding casualties increased from 11 buildings to 44
buildings, and we have a new partnership
with Wayne State University. This project is now
under the leadership of our new Research Associate,
Ava Landgraf.
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Increased Press Coverage. We’ve been in the news
more these last five years than ever before, including
a front-page story about our Swift Night Out program
in the Detroit Free Press, an interview with staff on
WDET about Snowy Owls as well as in the Metro
Times, and an interview of Terra Weiland by Chuck
Gaidica about pheasants in Detroit on Channel 4. The
front-page story in the Detroit Free Press helped us
attract over 500 people to that year’s Swift Night Out
Festival, and about the same number the next year
too. I’ve also had several letters-to-the-editor and
Op-Eds published on behalf of Detroit Audubon in the
Detroit Free Press, the Detroit News, the News Herald
and other suburban papers.
Launched our new magazine format for the
Flyway. This was the collective idea of Bailey
Lininger and Erin Rowan; The Flyway will be sent four
times per year to members who contribute at least
$30 a year directly to Detroit Audubon.
Contracted with Fund Development
Consultant, Jen Booher, and Bookkeeper/
Financial Management Consultant, Becky
Mattson. They both have helped us expand and
improve our operation immeasurably.
The board created our first Strategic Plan.
This includes a new mission statement, crystalizes
our set of immutable values, and set goals and a
road map to achieve them over the next five years.
You can view our strategic plan on our website
here: www.detroitaudubon.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/11/DA-Strategic-Plan.pdf.
Segmented Appeals to be more effective. Now
different constituent groups get slightly different
appeals tailored to their interest and involvement in
Detroit Audubon.
Launched a local membership campaign.
Most of our members are joint members with
National Audubon, our parent organization, but
we don’t get any of their membership fees to help
us continue our work locally. Therefore, we have
undertaken an ongoing campaign to encourage these
members and others to make direct contributions to
Detroit Audubon to further our work. Those members
will start getting enhanced benefits, including
receiving the Flyway four times per year in our new
magazine format.

Continued

BULLY PULPIT Continued
High End Donor Campaign. For the first time,
we have begun to reach out to our members and
to others who share our interest in the Detroit area
philanthropic community to secure pledges of
major support that are a crucial part our financial
sustainability and growth plan. These donors can also
help connect us to foundations and help us secure
grants as well.
Upgraded our Website and Facebook Presence.
Our Facebook page, now our principal way of
attracting folks to programs, is currently liked by
2,262 people. Some of our posts, especially some on
hot-button environmental issues like the lame duck
bill in the state senate to gut wetlands protections,
have reached over 11,000 people! And we have
had numerous comments about how stunning our
webpage is; take a look and see what you think at
www.detroitaudubon.org.
Diane Cheklich and Conservation Committee.
One of newer board members, Diane Cheklich, agreed
to chair our Conservation Committee, recruited
several new members and has them soaring to new
heights with what has become a Detroit Audubon
signature program: Detroit Bird City. Detroit Bird
City is our project of adopting five under-utilized
city parks, and in cooperation with the city and
neighborhood groups, turning them into native
grassland habitat. They have secured several grants
including one from the National Geographic Society
to help fund this massive undertaking.
Helped launch Wild Indigo. This Audubon Great
Lakes project reaches out to underserved minority
communities and fosters closer connections to
birds and nature. Sanaa Green, with whom we have
worked for several years in other capacities, is the
Wild Indigo Fellow leading this project. Detroit
Audubon is one of its five partners.
We helped found the Metro Detroit Nature
Network. This is a consortium of nonprofits and
government agencies helping brand the Detroit area
as a wonderful area for wildlife and nature, and to
work on projects to both get the word out about our
“wild side” and to enhance it. Erin Rowan became
secretary of this organization while she was on our
staff, but continues in that role in her new position
with Audubon Great Lakes and the Michigan DNR.
Our two staff members are our delegates, along with
me (when I can fit the meetings into my schedule!).

Upgraded our legal and logistics documents.
We made major revisions to our Bylaws and
Constitution, developed a Staff Handbook, Board
Member Expectations, and Standard Operating
Procedures.
Donor software.We have been exploring options
and soon will adopt a membership and volunteer
donor management software system. This will help
us better keep track of our partners and contributors
and nurture those relationships.
Presented two conferences. The first was on
“Detroit’s wild side” at the Belle Isle Nature Zoo, and
the second was “Earth Day Celebration and Teach-In,
Soaring to New Heights” at the Downriver Campus
of Wayne County Community College. The former
included keynote speaker Guy Williams, CEO of
Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice, and
a host of experts on open-space, native grassland
planning, as well as experts on the recovery of
notable species like Peregrine Falcons and Bald
Eagles. We also had elementary art students from
Allen Park present on their Kirtland’s Warbler “sky art”
project. This conference parlayed our involvement
with open-space planning in Detroit with Detroit
Future City and helped inform our Detroit Bird City
project. The latter conference featured Acilneo Davis
from the Bahamas, with whom we hope to develop a
sister schools program centered around the migratory
bird species both countries share.
Hosted an awards ceremony. We presented
Conservationist of the Year Awards to, among others,
Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha (the doctor who first
identified the lead problem in Flint and to whom we
gave another award for her work with her high school
Ecology Club years ago) and Rashida Tlaib, who in
January became one of the first two female Muslim
U.S. congresswomen. It was an honor to have them
with us and to hear inspiring messages from both.
Although I am stepping aside as president, I am not
going away; in fact I will still be immersed in Detroit
Audubon activities. My involvement with Detroit
Audubon going forward will focus on:
• Chairing our Fundraising/Fund Development
Committee and leading our outreach to high-end
or potential high-end donors. We do need to
recruit committee members with expertise,
experience, and/or connections in this area.
• Chairing our Field Trip Committee and leading
the majority of the field trips. As much as I love
leading field trips, a major goal is to diversify our
field trip leadership. Relying on one person to
lead so many field trips is not sustainable. There
are so many other good birders, and many who
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have more expertise than I do, who we need to
recruit to lead some of our trips. If 5 to 8 people
agreed to lead only one or two field trips per year,
we’d be in much better shape.
• Editing the Flyway, at least until our Program
Coordinator is working full-time and can take it
over, or until we have an active Communications
Committee that can do this important work. I
will also continue to write feature articles. We
welcome your contributions of photos, articles,
and artwork.
• Coordinating our Environmental Policy work. Until
we have an Environmental Policy Coordinator
on staff and/or an Executive Director with this
expertise, I will head up our efforts to impact
local, state, and national environmental policy
including actions alerts.
• Serving as Environmental Education Advisor. This
is what I have my Ph.D. in, so will lend advice and
support in this area as needed.
• Serving on the Executive Committee Member to
provide some continuity as past president.
• Serving as a contributor and one of the
administrators of our Facebook page.
• Co-chairing our Earth Day Conference and Awards
Committee.
I hope to connect with many of you in my new or
continuing roles, and would especially love to see
you on some of our field trips. Please think about
how you can help move Detroit Audubon forward.
With the increased engagement of our members,
and our increased engagement with the people of
the metro-Detroit area, I know that Detroit Audubon’s
best days are ahead. Under Rochelle’s leadership, we
will soar to new heights as we fulfill our mission to
foster awareness and conservation of birds and the
environment we share. And always, I wish you
good birding!
Finally, a word of hope from the late, great
anthropologist Margaret Mead, as we face a rather
dark time in terms of environmental policy and
environmental threats:
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

VOLUNTEER AND PARTNER APPRECIATION DINNER
On Thursday, December 13th, at the
Belle Isle Nature Center, the multipurpose room was full with people
seated around tables festively decorated
by board member and incoming
president, Rochelle Breitenbach, and
her helpers, including Stella and Scarlet
Greene, the two daughters of Nature
Center Director and Detroit Audubon
board member and incoming VicePresident Amy Greene.
Gourmet pizzas—including unusual
ones like Thai Chicken and Greek
Chicken—as well as salad, were provided at a discount by
Amici’s Pizza. Other salads, desserts, and mocktails were provided
by board members and staff.
President Jim Bull acted
as MC, first asking
everybody to introduce
themselves and to say a
few words about their
involvement with Detroit
Audubon. Then Program
Coordinator Bailey
Lininiger and Research
Associate Ava Landgraf presented a PowerPoint slide program
highlighting the contributions of volunteers and partners to the
work of Detroit Audubon over the last year.
President Jim Bull was
surprised after he ended
the formal program to
be called back up by
Vice-President Rochelle
Breitenbach. She
presented him with the
Black Tern Leadership
Award “in recognition for
your passion for, dedication to, and support of Detroit Audubon
for over 30 years.” He was also presented with a greeting card
which contained a Visa gift card, all donated by board members.

Finally, he was told that a new Detroit Audubon Award had been
established in his honor, “The Jim Bull Award for Outstanding
Service by a Volunteer.”
The award itself is
strikingly made of green
glass by Rivanna Natural
Designs: “hand forged
of 100% post-consumer
recycled glass.” Rivanna’s
mission is to “create
green jobs for refugees,
primarily non-English
speakers who are new arrivals in this country.” President Bull said,
“This award is such an honor in so many ways. I am touched by
the care that was given even in choosing the materials making
an environmental justice statement in the choice of what it
was made of and by whom. It is unique and beautiful. This
award is special to me at so many levels. I am deeply moved
and appreciative. Thanks to all the board for this thoughtful and
incredibly meaningful gift.”
Top, L-R: Secretary Rebecca Minardi, President Rochelle
Breitenbach, outgoing President Jim Bull, Vice President
Amy Greene, and longtime board member Jack Smiley.
Below that, the beautiful Black Tern
Leadership Award given to Dr. Bull.
At left, Program Coordinator Bailey Lininiger and Research
Associate Ava Landgraf present a PowerPoint overview of
volunteer contributions, and the audience pays close attention.
Detroit Audubon photos
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LAME DUCK MISCHIEF IN LANSING
By Jim Bull
After the midterm elections on November 6,
the Michigan Legislature reconvened, with
many members either defeated or termlimited preventing them from serving in the
new legislative session which commenced in
January. They were much more prolific, and
speedy, in passing legislation than in the whole
year before then, in a race to enact laws before
the new governor was sworn in and would
have veto power. Many of the bills introduced
and passed with record speed roll back longstanding environmental protections and did
so with minimal to no deliberation or careful
consideration.

only protected wetlands that are contiguous
with a lake or stream, leaving bogs and
other rare and important wetlands with no
protection. Because Michigan had stricter
wetlands protections than federal regulations,
Michigan was one only of two states in the
country granted authority to simultaneously
issue both state and federal wetland permits.
Michigan was a leader in wetlands protection
since that law was passed in 1974. Southeast
Michigan State Representative Thomas J.
Anderson was awarded Detroit Audubon’s
Conservationist of the Year Award for that
accomplishment.

Detroit Audubon was one of the first
environmental groups to oppose SB 1211,
introduced by outgoing UP State Senator Tom
Casperson, which we dubbed “The Wetlands
Destruction Bill,” a moniker that other groups
picked up on. We sent out one of the earliest
alerts asking our members to contact their
State Senators and House members to urge
them to vote “no” on this bill. Casperson is the
same state senator who introduced the “Antibiodiversity” bill a few years ago that would
have prohibited the Michigan DNR or any state
agency from undertaking any action to protect
or enhance biodiversity. Detroit Audubon, with
crucial help from National Audubon, opposed
the “Anti-biodiversity” bill. While we did not
prevent it from being passed by both legislative
chambers, a barrage of emails and phone
calls—mostly from Audubon members—
to Governor Snyder’s office persuaded him
to veto it.

On December 18, President Jim Bull traveled to
Lansing to testify against the bill in front of the
Michigan House Competitiveness Committee,
along with Oakland Audubon and several
other environmental groups. The hearing
was called for 8:15 AM, at 2:30 p.m. the day
before. Nobody was notified that a substitute
bill was being considered. The substitute bill
removed many of the most egregious parts of
the bill, including going back to the five acre
size for wetland protection, but still removed
protection for wetlands not contiguous to
a Great Lake or inland lake or stream. Like
several other speakers, President Bull handed
out written copies of his testimony to each
committee member. Senator Casperson led
off the hearing arguing for passage of the
now substitute bill, along with an attorney
who advised him on writing the bill. The Farm
Bureau and a few others then also testified
in support. Finally, a very few of the many
environmental groups were called to testify,
including the Michigan Environmental Council,
of which we are a founding member, The
Wetlands Protection Coalition, The Michigan
Nature Conservancy, Detroit Audubon, and
Oakland Audubon. Audubon Great Lakes field
organizer Brian Merlos was set to testify as well,
but was not called. Without any time to read or
discuss the testimony, and with only a very few
questions from committee members during the
testimony, the committee immediately passed

The original Anderson-Goamere Wetlands
Protection act passed in 1974 protected
wetlands five acres in size or greater, and
wetlands as small as two acres, if they were
especially rare and important. In its original
form, SB 1211 would have removed protection
from any wetland smaller than ten acres,
thus removing protection from over 70% of
Michigan’s remaining wetlands and some
70,000 acres of wetlands. It also would have
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the bill, recommending that the full House pass
it as well.
Because the House bill was now different
from the bill the House passed, it had to go
back to both chambers. Audubon Great Lakes,
the Michigan Environmental Council, and The
Nature Conservancy were able to win more
concessions during this process, to the point
they changed their position to neutral on the
bill and declared victory for our cause. It passed
both houses at 2:30 a.m. on December 21st. It
then went to Governor Snyder’s desk. He had
the option to sign it, veto it, or not sign it which
would have the effect of killing it (a so-called
pocket veto) once his term was up on December
31) He normally would have had 14 days to
take action on the bill, but he had only 10
days left in office by the time the legislation
reached his desk.
Detroit Audubon did not waver in its opposition
to the bill and called upon its members to
contact Governor Snyder’s office to urge him
to veto this bill. However, it was very difficult
to register opposition because the phone line
for public comments was no longer taking calls
“because of the transition to a new governor,”
which had the effect of insulating the governor
from hearing from those opposed to bills that
reached his desk.
While it was a vast improvement over the
original version of the bill, it still weakens
wetlands protection and our board decided
that we could not be neutral about rolling
back wetland protection in Michigan. Governor
Snyder signed this bill at 4:41 on December 31,
just hours before his term ended.
The most egregious part of the bill which is
now enacted state law (public act PA 631.18)
requires that only wetlands that meet the
requirement as Waters of the United States
(WOTUS) be protected. Some have dismissed
this provision as only of interest to policy
wonks, but it has serious implications. It was
Supreme Court Justice Anthony Scalia who

AND HOW WE MADE A DIFFERENCE
first declared that Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act, which protects wetlands, could only
apply to wetlands that were part of “waters
of the United States,” which he opined would
probably only apply to wetlands contiguous
to major lakes and navigable streams. The
definition of “waters of the United States” is in
flux, and varies with the administration that
controls the White House. Presently the Prairie
Pot Holes in the Dakotas, which are isolated
wetlands, but which provide crucial stopover
habitat for migratory waterfowl, are probably
unprotected. We believe that Michigan, the
Great Lakes State, has a strong interest in
protecting its wetlands that goes beyond
federal standards, and that to protect important
wildlife habitat and other important wetlands
functions, Michigan needs to define for itself
what wetlands are crucial to protect. We felt
Michigan should retain its status as THE leader
in wetlands protection among the states. That
status is now at least questionable.
While we opposed this bill clear to the end,
the fact that the most egregious provisions
of the original bill were stripped out is a clear
victory for environmental groups including
Detroit Audubon. We are particularly grateful
for the crucial part Brian Merlos of Audubon
Great Lakes played in securing those changes
to the bill.
Other harmful Lame Duck bills that were passed
and signed by former Governor Snyder include:
HB 6595 (now PA 608.18) which makes it much
harder for citizens to mount successful initiative
petitions, including a provision that prohibits
more than 15% of the total signatures coming
from one State House district, which will be
onerous to comply with, difficult to enforce, and
may be unconstitutional, as it disenfranchises
people who want to sign the petition after
the 15% threshold has been reached for their
district. Detroit Audubon has been a leader
in several coalitions that mounted successful
citizen initiative petition drives including
enacting the Bottle Bill that required deposits

on carbonated beverage containers, retained
the status of the Mourning Dove as non-game
bird, and rescinded the Gray Wolf’s designation
as a game species.
SB 1196 (now PA 688.18) prohibits
Michigan from having higher standards for
environmental toxins and pollutants than
the federal government. This passed despite
Governor Snyder’s stated support for stricter
PFAS standards and stricter lead standards
than the federal government. This will be much
harder, if not impossible, to do now. Thus,
Michigan must now be content with minimal
standards set by the federal government, which
are often based on very old data, since the
agencies have not updated regulations based
on the latest science. This new law could leave
Michigan open to more debacles like the Flint
water crisis.
Two other pieces of legislation that Gov. Snyder
signed that could have implications for Detroit
Audubon and other environmental groups were
SB 1171 (now PA 368) and SB 1175 (now PA
369). Citizens gathered thousands of signatures
to place on the ballot two initiatives—one to
increase the minimum wage, and the other to
require sick leave. When enough signatures are
gathered to put the proposal on the ballot, the
legislature can choose to enact the proposals
into law exactly as proposed in response to
the widespread citizen support and thus spare
the expense of holding statewide vote on that
proposal. However, the intent here was clear—
the legislature, by passing the law, would be
able to change those laws with just a simple
majority. These two bills essentially gutted
the original intent of these citizen’s initiatives.
Former Attorney General Frank Kelly has issued
an opinion that said the legislature could not
pass a law like this and then vote to change it in
the same session. Without a Michigan Supreme
Court ruling, that opinion had the force of law.
But former Attorney General Bill Shuette issued
his own opinion that it was perfectly legal to
modify such legislation in the same session of
Detroit Audubon Flyway • Winter 2019 • 8

the legislature, giving permission to lawmakers
to gut these two acts. Had the initiatives gone
to the ballot, and if they had passed as was
widely predicted, the legislature could only
modify them if they secured a ¾ vote of both
legislative bodies—a high hurdle to clear.
This issue will likely go to the Michigan
Supreme Court. While Detroit Audubon has
not taken and will not take a position on sick
leave or the minimum wage, if this action
stands it could mean that the next time
Detroit Audubon participates in a citizen
initiative petition it could be passed into
law to circumvent the vote, and then gutted
immediately after the election. This action is
certainly anti-democratic and contemptuous
of the rights of Michigan citizens.
Governor Snyder did veto a number of bills
which could have had a negative effect on
the environment. He vetoed bills that would
have taken away much of the authority of
the Attorney General and Secretary of State,
including allowing the legislature to intervene
in legal actions to oppose the Attorney
General’s position.
Other legislation proposed that did not see the
light of day included a bill to repeal the Bottle
Bill, which still has over 80% support among
citizens, including strong support to expand the
bill to include juice and water bottles, which
were not factor in the 1970s but are ubiquitous
now. Also nixed was a bill to prohibit local
governments from enacting or enforcing local
ordinances to protect trees.

YEAR OF THE BIRD PROCLAMATIONS

MYSTERY BIRD
Do you know this cute brownstreaked bird? It nests in
conifer trees in northern
Michigan where it is a yearround resident. In the southern
Lower Peninsula (below Bay
City) it is an irruptive species,
appearing some years but may
be absent for long intervals in
between. The winter of 2019
is an irruption year for this
species in our area. Among the
locations where they have been
seen this winter is Westcroft
Gardens on Grosse Ile (see
article on page 11).
To check if your guess is correct,
go to page 13.
Bruce Szczechowski photo

Detroit Audubon
was at the
forefront of
heeding National
Audubon’s call
for chapters to
prevail upon local
governments to
issue proclamations declaring 2018 The Year of
the Bird.
This was in recognition of the 100-year
anniversary of the Migratory Birds Treaty
Act, one of this country’s earliest and most
successful pieces of environmental legislation.
It also coincided with National Audubon,
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology and National
Geographic Society jointly designating 2018 as
the Year of the Bird, with many feature articles
in each organization’s publications on the
topic. This also comes in the face of proposed
legislation to weaken that act substantially
and administration efforts to rollback
protections.
Detroit Audubon was instrumental in securing
Year of the Bird Proclamations from:
• Belleville
• Clay Township
(including the St. Clair Flats
Black Tern colony)
• Dearborn
• Detroit
• Ecorse
• Flat Rock
• Gibraltar
• Grosse Ile
• Lincoln Park
• Monroe
• Riverview
• South Rockwood
• Wayne County Board of Commissioners
• Wyandotte

Grosse Pointe Audubon helped us secure Year
of the Bird Proclamations from:
• Grosse Pointe
• Grosse Pointe Park
• Grosse Pointe Woods
Oakland Audubon and its president Don Berlet
got one of the earliest proclamations from the
Oakland County Board of Commissioners.
Audubon Great Lakes persuaded the state
legislature to designate December as the
Month of Migratory Birds in Michigan as they
only designate months, not years.
Largely because of Detroit Audubon
efforts, the state of Michigan had more
local governments enact Year of the Bird
Proclamations than any other state!
To see more photos of local officials presenting
their proclamations to us and to actually see
the wording of the proclamations please point
your browser to this page in our website:
www.detroitaudubon.org/year-of-thebird-proclamations/
Above left, Riverview Mayor Andrew Swift
with his city’s Proclamation and Jim Bull.
Above, Wayne County Commissioner
Ilona Vargas presents a Year of the Bird
Proclamation to Dr. Bull.
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NEW COMMUNITY SCIENCE PROJECT: CLIMATE WATCH
By Ava Landgraf

Community science programs contribute essential information
to ornithologists who are working to better understand birds’
fluctuating populations and support conservation efforts. Projects
such as the Christmas Bird Count, the Great Backyard Bird Count,
and Global Big Day provide vast amounts of data that, without
the bird watchers who participate, would be impossible to obtain.
Now, National Audubon is introducing a new program: Climate
Watch. I think this program is especially great because everyone
can participate, no matter your skill level. Unlike most other
citizen science programs, surveyors only need to be able to
clearly identify their target species. So far, National Audubon
has six target species to choose from: Eastern Bluebirds, Western
Bluebirds, Mountain Bluebirds, White-breasted Nuthatches, Redbreasted Nuthatches, and Pygmy Nuthatches. Around Michigan,
that leaves us with Red and White-Breasted Nuthatches and
Eastern Bluebirds (in summer only). As the program develops,
more species will be added!
After a target species is chosen, the surveyor must pick a 10 by
10 km area from the Climate Watch map. Then the surveyor picks
12 points within the 10 by 10 area. Participants choose one day
between January 15 and February 15 (and/or May 15 and June
15) to conduct 12 five minute points for each selected square.

Count numbers are recorded on ebird, sent to National Audubon
for analysis, and that’s it!
According to Climate Change predictions and the species’ needs,
the habitat within each square should become better, worse, or
remain the same. Audubon’s Birds and Climate Change Report
predicts that over half of North American bird species will lose
more than 50 percent of their current climatic range by 2080.
These numbers suggest that the birds we love are going to face
major challenges finding resources, caring for their young, and
keeping up population numbers. With the data collected from
Climate Watch, we can see if the bird population changes match
the expected habitat changes. Then ornithologists can better
understand how birds are reacting to habitat changes due to
climate change.
If you are interested, send Brian Merlos, our local
count coordinator, an email at bmerlos@audubon.org.
To learn more about Climate Watch surveyor visit:
www.audubon.org/conservation/climate-watch.
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BIRDING SPOT—WESTCROFT GARDENS ON GROSSE ILE
by Jim Bull • Photos by Bruce Szczechowski except where noted

Westcroft Gardens, small though it is,
is a gem of a birding spot on Grosse Ile.
Grosse Ile is an island and community in
the Detroit River that had the foresight
to set aside many woodlots and other
habitats as public “open space” and
wildlife sanctuaries. The island also
features the Gibraltar Bay Unit of the
Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge.
Westcroft is open to the public, but is a
privately-owned nursery specializing in
rhododendrons and other acid-loving
shrubs that naturally grow in climate
regions well to our south. They also sell
annual flowers and vegetable plants; and
their events center, which hosts haunted
hayrides in the fall, is available for rent for
weddings, photoshoots, and other family
events.
A large official sign greets you when you
first walk in which reads, “A Michigan
Centennial Farm,” a designation for
farms in Michigan that have been in
the same family for 100 years or more.
Westcroft exceeds that standard by a
longshot. Established July 6, 1776 after
purchase from Native Americans, it is
currently owned by the 7th generation
(Ernest Stanton) and operated by the 8th
generation of descendants of General
Alexander Macomb (of the county’s fame,
but also Macomb Street is the main street
of the business district in Grosse Ile).
In addition to their four acres of botanical
gardens, there is a 13-acre woodlot that
is great for birding as well. Several homes
which can be seen from the edge of the
property sport bird feeding stations.
In addition to the nesting Great Horned
Owls, Cooper’s Hawks, and Red-tailed
Hawks, it has plethora of winter feeder
birds such as nuthatches, Tufted Titmice,
Northern Cardinals, lots of Black-capped

A White-eyed Vireo
demolishes a Stinkbug.

Chickadees, and the loud and often
ubiquitous Carolina Wrens. In spring it
is probably THE best spot on the island
for observing warblers refueling here on
their migration north. In winter there are
usually American Robins and, many years,
one or more Hermit Thrushes (four have
been seen regularly this winter).
In November and early December this year,
not only was the Hermit Thrush there after
a few years’ absence, but there was also
a special treat; a White-eyed Vireo, which
was first spotted by Paul and Natalie
Cypher on November 14; and then another
was found and photographed by Bruce
Szczechowski on November 23. (Paul
tells us that the bird they saw was an
immature without the white-eye, so not
the same one Bruce photographed). It has
been seen almost daily through at least
January 11, 2019. The White-eyed Vireo
is not a very common bird to see during
the breeding season, since they nest and
tend to feed in dense thickets. They may
be more common than they seem, just
because they are so hard to find. This
neo-tropical migrant (like all vireos and
warblers) is usually in its winter home
long before now. To identify this bird,
note the yellow lores (the area between
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the beak and the eye), the white eye-ring
within the eye itself, and a whitish breast.
Also showing up in early January at
Westcroft, is a bird we only see in
migration and sometimes as winter
resident—a Northern Saw-whet Owl! It
was in a Yew tree (bush) very close to the
trail. Saw-whets, which are only 7 inches
high, like to hide in a thicket or deep in
the interior branches of an evergreen or
grapevine tangle. They often stay in the
same roost for days on end.
The ditch along the road on the way in
from West River Road is a magnet for
songbirds, and a great hangout for the
Hermit Thrush. Across West River, you can
look for migrating waterfowl, herons, and
Belted Kingfishers along the Detroit River.
Detroit Audubon’s public field trip during
the Rockwood Christmas Bird Count takes
place at Westcroft. My Bird-A-Thon team
always pays a visit here, and we have held
owl prowls here as well. It is open to the
general public year-round during daylight
hours unless you have special permission,
like we obtained for our owl walk. Enjoy
birding here, but be respectful of the
property, as birders usually are!

Red-tailed Hawk

Golden-crowned
Kinglet.

Carolina Wren

Northern Saw-whet Owl by Jim Bull
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Female Red-bellied Woodpecker

Bruce Szczechowski
photo

Redheads at Point Edward.
Bruce Szczechowski photo

2019 FIELD TRIPS

MYSTERY BIRD
Answer: If you identified this
“mystery” bird as a Pine Siskin
(Spinus pinus), you are right!
Often difficult to see in the
bush, they readily visit backyard
feeding stations year-round
if they are in the area, but
look for them especially in the
winter when niger (thistle)
seed is provided. In the nonbreeding season, especially
during winter, they often travel
in groups. The Pine Siskin can
be recognized and located by
listening for its call, which Ted
Black describes as a “buzzy
rising zzreeeee and boisterous
chatter.” Look for the streaks
of yellow on the wings and
forked tails if the bird chooses
to display them. Black writes,
“For those of who get to know
it, this bird’s behavior reveals
a gentle nature that radiates
the playfulness and enthusiasm
of a goldfinch” (which is a
relative—both are finches!).

For more information or to
sign up for one of our field trips,
please visit www.detroitaudubon.org/
birding/field-trips/ or contact our
Program Coordinator at
blininger@detroitaudubon.org.
($) indicates that there is a fee
associated with the field trip.

June

February

August

1: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

3: Crosswinds Marsh ($)

2: Belle Isle Winter Birding

10: Pointe Mouillee ($)

23: Winter Nature Walk

17: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

March

September

9: Owl Prowl ($)

21: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

30: Pheasant Walk

28: Lake St. Clair Metropark ($)

31: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

October

April

5: Lake Erie Metropark ($)

12: Woodcock Watch ($)

18: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

19: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

November

26: Frog Hike

1: Owl Prowl ($)

27: Belle Isle Forest Walk

1: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

27: Eliza Howell Park Wildflower
Walk

9: Point Edward and Lake Huron
Shore ($)

May

23: Belle Isle Winter Birding

11: Magee Marsh ($)

December

11: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

14: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

8: Eliza Howell Park Walk
14: Elmwood Cemetery Walk
15: Oak Openings ($)

July
19: Elmwood Cemetery Walk

17-19: Point Pelee Campout ($)
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WILD INDIGO UNOFFICIAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
On Friday, December 14, Research Associate Ava
Landgraf, former President Jim Bull, and former
Research Coordinator Erin Rowan (now MI Birds
Coordinator with Audubon Great Lakes and the
Michigan DNR) led groups of Detroit Middle
School students on an Unofficial Christmas Bird
Count on Belle Isle. The trip was organized by
Sanaa Green, Wild Indigo Fellow with Audubon
Great Lakes. Wild Indigo is a program that
reaches out to minority communities to get
them more involved in birding and nature more
generally. Audubon Great Lakes is also our
National Audubon Regional Office (the main
office in Chicago). Sanaa works out of Detroit
Audubon’s office at Cass Corridor Commons,
along with Brian Merlos, who is Audubon Great
Lake’s Michigan Climate Field Organizer.
Clockwise from top: Erin Rowan leads a
group on the count, Research Associate
Ava Landgraf helps kids identify birds
they spot; and Jim Bull with his group.
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GREAT BIRDING IN METRO DETROIT Photos by Bruce Szczechowski
A special bird:
a Surf Scoter at
Point Edward.

A Kingfisher
in Ecorse.
Also at Point Edward, a surprise
Western Grebe, far out of its range.

White-throated
Sparrow
Cedar Waxwing at
Westcroft Garden,
Grosse Ile.

Snow Bunting at
Pte. Mouillee.
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Great Horned Owl
at Elizabeth Park
in Trenton.
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PACK YOUR BAGS! KENYA SAFARI
Detroit Audubon Announces a Kenya Safari (Educational and Fundraising Trip) July 8-23, 2019!
Sure, you’ve hit all the great birding spots in Michigan. You’ve spotted
Kirtland Warblers and Snowy Owls. But isn’t it time you spread your wings
and took off to someplace a little different? Detroit Audubon’s very own
field trip leader and former board member Bruce Szczechowski invites you
to join him on a once-in-a-lifetime wildlife safari to Kenya! This global
biodiversity hotspot is not only famous for its extraordinary viewing of
elephants, lions, and rhinos, but is also world renowned as a birdwatcher’s
paradise.

An informational meeting for those interested in going on this trip will be
held Wednesday, April 3rd at 7:30 PM. A deposit of half the amount to hold
your spot is due by April 30. Final payment must be made by June 15.
Karibu (“Welcome to”) Kenya!
Clockwise from top: Carmine Bee-eater, Reticulated Giraffe,
Jackson’s Hornbill and Banded Courser.
Bruce Szczechowski photos

Located in the Rift Valley of East Africa, Kenya
hosts 1054 species of birds—60 percent of the
entire African birdlife—which are distributed in
the most varied of habitats, ranging from tropical
savannah and dry volcanic-shaped valleys to
freshwater and brackish lakes to montane and
rain forests. When added to the amazing bird
life, the beauty of the volcanic and lava-sculpted
landscapes, in combination with the incredible
concentration of iconic megafauna, the experience
is truly breathtaking. Everything is right here in
East Africa’s Great Rift Valley with its unparalleled
diversity of wildlife and equatorial ecosystems.
Kenya is truly the destination of choice for the
birdwatcher and naturalist.
Experienced birder, research ornithologist, traveler,
and trip leader Bruce Szczechowski, has crafted a
one-of-a-kind 16-day itinerary to show you the
best birds and other wildlife Kenya has to offer.
This trip will be jam-packed with visits to national
parks, forest reserves, and even a rice plantation,
with incredible opportunities to view and
photograph potentially hundreds of bird species.
The experience includes visits to many regions and
parks including: Amboseli National Park, Mt. Kenya
Forest Reserve, Lake Nakuru National Park (with
its millions of flamingos), the only remnant of East
African tropical rainforest at Kakamega Forest, and
Lake Bogoria National Reserve. Each night you will
stay in a comfortable lodge or hotel where you can
often bird right from your room.
The price is $5,750.00 per person for a double
occupancy room (single occupancy will be an extra
$750). Airfare is separate. For more information, a
detailed daily itinerary, and species you can expect
to spot in each location please visit:
www.detroitaudubon.org/kenyan-bird-andanimal-safari/
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PROUD LAKE STATE RECREATION AREA By Bailey Lininger
All of the Quiet Beauty of Northern Michigan, None of the I-75 Traffic
The drive from I-96 to Proud Lake State Recreation Area feels decidedly
suburban, familiar to many of us who live here in the metro Detroit area.
When navigating off the freeway, you’ll pass big box stores, gas stations, fast
food joints, subdivisions—no surprises here. The surprise comes only after
turning off Wixom Road and into the park itself, where you’ll be instantly
transported to the quiet and stately pine forests of northern Michigan.
With the boughs of these beautiful trees covered in snow, it’s easy to
forget that you’re only a few minutes away from the I-96 corridor (and for
that, I’m grateful). The 4,700 acre property encompasses a wide variety of
environments, which makes for an engaging and interesting trip at any time
of year.
My first time at Proud Lake was for a field trip this past November, and the
beautiful snowy day gave the entire park an enchanted feeling. Our first stop
on that field trip was to make the loop around the 1.25-mile long Marsh
Trail, which winds around a small and marshy pond and features interpretive
signage along the way, platforms that overlook the pond, and more. While
we had initially planned the field trip in the hopes that there would still be
some water birds taking refuge on the pond, an early cold snap that froze
the pond dashed our hopes of that. All was not lost, however—the marsh is
home to a few active and adorable muskrats, which we got to see in action
the morning of our walk.
The centerpiece of Proud Lake is really the Huron River, which flows
serenely through the park and plays host to a variety of wildlife. One of the
most striking trees along banks of the river is the beautiful Tamarack tree.
Tamarack, also known as the Eastern Larch, is a coniferous and deciduous
tree native to the swampy and wet regions of Canada, the Midwest, and
New England. The stout green needles of this tree turn an absolutely
gorgeous golden hue in the autumn, giving the forest a stunning, fiery
character—and makes a great backdrop for wildlife photography!
The trails of Proud Lake meander through the forest and are very wellmarked, making it an easy spot for those who aren’t familiar with the area.
While the marsh trail makes a neat loop, the rest of the trails are more of the
choose-your-own-adventure style—many small loops, or one larger one, or
something in between, are all options.
The next time I visited Proud Lake, I made a point to really make my way
through the trails I’d missed on my last trip. On a crisp day in December, I
laced up my boots (a good idea in retrospect; many of the trails are muddy)
and made a day of exploring glacial hills and mixed forests of the park. I
found myself winding through red and white pine forests—home to a
healthy Barred Owl population, according to park rangers—maple and
beech stands, and the boggy marshy regions along the edges of Proud Lake
and the Huron River. While I was there on a Saturday, it wasn’t too busy, and
plenty quiet enough to get the feeling of being up north, away from it all.
From a birder’s perspective, this area has a lot to offer: the landscape is
remarkably varied for being in one contiguous property, so it’s definitely

A wide variety of environments
at Proud Lake.
Darren Hood photo

possible to see a wide variety of species in just one trip. However, due to its
close proximity to Kensington Metropark, it tends to get overlooked—it
has only 492 checklists on eBird, paling in comparison to Kensington’s 2372.
While some of the park is open to hunting, much of it is not, and we saw
many folks happily sharing the trails (decked in blaze orange for safety, of
course!) during hunting season.
Winter in Michigan is long, and for many of us, it’s not possible to spend
every weekend cozied up in a cabin and hitting northern Michigan’s trails for
birding and hiking. Simply hibernating until spring is an easy alternative—
there’s so much TV to catch up on!—but with Proud Lake so close by, it’s
easy to scratch that “up north” itch in just a day.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Any time of day, your own backyard!
Now through April, 2019:
Project FeederWatch

February 15th- 18th, 2019:
Great Backyard Bird Count

If you feed birds in your yard, sign
up for FeederWatch and record your
visiting birds for science. The data
you record will be used by scientists
to better understand how bird
populations are changing. You can
count the birds at your feeders as
frequently or infrequently as you
like. Even the absence of species
can tell us a lot about the birds
around us. Join Project Feederwatch
and make your backyard a part of
something bigger!

Take 15 minutes (or more if you
like) to count birds in your backyard
(or anywhere) one or more of
these four days and contribute to
an instantaneous snapshot of bird
populations.
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Participation is completely free and
all bird surveys can be recorded
at birdcount.org. Last year over
160,000 people submitted data.
Join us to create another record, any
time of day, your own backyard!
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