
PLEASE TAKE OUR  
2016 MEMBER AND 

FRIENDS SURVEY 
Please click the link below and fill out our 

Member and Friends Survey  
so we know how best to fit  

Detroit Audubon  programs to your 
preferences. It will only take  

a few minutes and will help us  
tremendously!

Thank you. 
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43RD ANNUAL NOEL NIGHT A SUCCESS 
Officials estimate that over 40,000 people flocked to the cultural center December 5th for the 
43rd Annual Noel Night, Detroit’s kickoff to the holiday season where “art and music collide for a 
spectacular evening in Midtown Detroit.” There were over 200 concerts at 67 different venues. The 
streets were bustling. 

Cass Corridor Commons, home to Detroit Audubon’s program office, was abuzz with activity. In the 
First Unitarian Church, people were entertained by the likes of the Duke Ellington Brass Ensemble, 
the Cantata Academy Chorale, and Thornetta Davis, headliner and international blues artist. 

Thornetta packed the sanctuary—standing room only! 

Between performances, the thousands who attended the concerts in the sanctuary spilled over into the parlor café (which 
served vegan chili, hot spiced cider, and other seasonal delicacies) and into the bazaar in the multipurpose room. 

There Detroit Audubon had a festive table with a mailing list sign-up sheet, giving forms and envelopes, Flyway 
newsletters, a Christmas tree (Norfolk Island Pine) decorated with bird ornaments made of natural materials, a brand 

new poster proclaiming who we are, and an area 
for making pinecone bird feeders. The pinecones 
came from Ann Arbor’s arboretum, courtesy of our 
new Program Coordinator Terra Weiland (learn 
more about her on page __). Kids and kids at heart 
stuffed shortening into the pinecones’ crevices, then 
rolled them in birdseed donated by Grosse Pointe’s 
Wild Birds Unlimited (thanks, Roseanne Kivalcik!). 
Participants carried their completed feeders home in 
Green Safe bags made of compostable corn plastic. 
They will hang them up as a present to the birds and 
to themselves, as they can sit back and enjoy the 
antics of the birds that partake of this treat. 

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped out and 
made our booth at Noel Night such a  
great success!
Right: young enthusiasts immerse themselves in 
making pinecone bird feeders. 

At left, L-R: Volunteer Priscilla Hawkins and Program 
Coordinators Terra Weiland (new) and Sara Cole 
(outgoing) staff Detroit Audubon’s table at Noel Night.
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THE DETROIT RIVERFRONT URBAN BIRDING SPOT AND THE 
FALL IN LOVE WITH BIRDS PROGRAM  

Gabriel Richard Park on the Riverwalk, Saturday, October 24, 2015 

FALL IN LOVE WITH BIRDS was part of our series of seasonal family-friendly 
events celebrating birds on the Detroit River (presented in partnership with the 
Detroit Riverfront Conservancy, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Detroit 
Department of Parks and Recreation). The early morning was wet and miserable; 
but by 11 AM when the program began, the day was overcast but pleasant. We did 
have some gusts of wind that tried to knock down our signs and displays. 

The earlier weather likely dampened the turnout, but more than a dozen folks 
gathered to hear Detroit Audubon President Jim Bull talk about how this birding 
spot may give many urban dwellers a new pastime and increased awareness of 
the wildlife in the area, and what a dramatic comeback the river and Detroit have 
made. “You can see eagles flying along the river in downtown Detroit these days; 
several pair even nest on islands in the river. You don’t have to go to Alaska or even 
northern Michigan to see our national symbol.” The spot is dedicated in memory of 
David Campbell, longtime president of The McGregor Fund and a former member of 
the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy board, and Georgia Reid. Georgia was a Detroit 
Audubon board member, field trip leader, and historian for over 30 years. 

Rose Attilio, a former board member and close friend of Georgia’s, shared stories 
about their birding experiences together. Once when they were birding on a rocky 
shoreline, Georgia lost her balance and was about to fall in the river. Rose grabbed 
her by the hood of her coat, but observed that in her other hand was Georgia’s 
Swarovski spotting scope that Rose had long wanted. She mused aloud, “If I hadn’t 
caught this hood, this scope could have been mine.” She said the look on Georgia’s 
face was priceless. We’ll have to invite her back when more folks are gathered, to 
hear more Georgia stories! The crafts Sara designed for the day will have to wait for 
an indoor event, or better weather.

Jim Bull then presented a Pewabic Pottery bird tile to the family of the late Georgia Reid. The tile was purchased in July for 
the ribbon-cutting, but was not ready until recently. 

Thanks to everyone who came out! Also dropping by 
were some feathered friends that gave us an excuse to 
use the scope—mallards, Canada Geese, mute swans 
and, in the nearby butterfly garden, a flock of White-
throated Sparrows. 

Check the eBird website for the checklist for the “Fall in 
Love with Birds” program at Gabriel Richard Park.
Above:  Program Coordinator Sara Cole at the “Fall in Love 
with Birds” program at Gabriel Richard Park on the Detroit 
Riverwalk on Saturday, October 24, 2015.

Left: DA President Jim Bull presents a Pewabic bird tile 
mounted in a wooden frame to Mary Payant, the late 
Georgia Reid’s cousin, to honor beloved DA board member, 
field trip leader, and historian Georgia. 
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A YEAR OF BIRDS  
ON THE RIVERFRONT 
Detroit Audubon celebrates birds all year 

’round on the RiverWalk at the new Birding 
Spot at Gabriel Richard Park. We are excited 

to announce this special series of events 
which gets you involved in celebrating, too! 

These seasonally held events invite families to 
explore birds along the river with bird walks, 
bird craft activities, special presentations, and 
more—throughout the entire year. Be sure to 

watch our website for detailed information! 
There may be school programs during the 

week associated with some of these, so if you 
are a teacher or youth group leader, check 
in from time to time to see how plans are 

developing.  

BIRDS ON THE RIvERFRONT PROGRAMS
SHIvER ON THE RIvER February 6, 2016 

(Saturday) 10 AM - 4 PM  
Belle Isle Casino or Nature Zoo, and 

Gabriel Richard Park, Detroit   
See details on page 12.

SPRINg: April 29 & 30  
SuMMER: July 27, 29, & 30  

FALL: October 22
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

BIRDING SCHOLARSHIP 
Camp Colorado • Estes Park, 
Colorado • July 25-31, 2016

Detroit Audubon again offers a 
scholarship to a young birder age 13 to 
18 in Southeastern Michigan. It covers 

full tuition to attend Camp Colorado 
July 25-31, conducted by the American 

Birding Association.  The scholarship also 
includes $500 toward travel expenses. 

Read more HERE. 
Download Application Form from the 
Detroit Audubon website, and e-mail 

completed application to  
dasecretary@detroitaudubon.org

DuE DATE:  MARCH 1, 2016 

Flyway 
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MEMORIAL DAY 
WEEKEND  

NATURE GET-AWAY 
MAY 27-30, 2016

The Loon Lake Lutheran Retreat Center, 
which has been the headquarters for Detroit 
Audubon’s Memorial Day Nature Get-Away 

for over 30 years, was put on the real estate 
market three years ago. However, the 

property has not been sold. Meanwhile, the 
camp stays open to generate income. So, we 
will again carry on this longtime tradition at 

its usual venue. Join us this year. 

The camp sits on a high bluff with 
spectacular views of the lake, especially 
at sunset. You’ll be lulled to sleep by the 
plaintive call of the Common Loon, the 

ethereal sound of the north country that you 
feel in your bones as much as hear. Barred 

Owls serenade us and sometimes come 
close enough to see—a jaw-dropping sight. 
Eastern Phoebes nest under the dining hall 
eaves; Pine Warblers call around Seaholm 

Lodge; Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, Red-
headed and Pileated Woodpeckers, and even 

Olive-sided Flycatchers (rather uncommon 
these days), can sometimes be heard and 
seen. American Redstarts sometimes nest 

right over the walking bridge to the dining 
hall. Bald Eagles can be seen swooping over 

the lake catching fish for their young. A 
marsh boardwalk has given us great views of 
Swamp Sparrows, Sora and Virginia Rail, and 

even a White-winged Scoter last year. 

Enjoy excursions to great birding meccas 
nearby including Tawas Point State Park, the 

Kirtland’s Warbler Breeding Grounds, the Rifle 
River State Recreation Area, and AuSable 
River Flooding Overlooks. Moreover, you’ll 

enjoy great food (not the normal camp fare), 
and the friendliest people you could ever 

want to meet. 

MAY 27-30; SAvE THE DATES! 

UPDATES FROM THE PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
“ExPECting” grEat things in 2016 

By Sara Cole 
Quick, name something that flies! The first thing that comes to mind might naturally be birds, since this is a Detroit 
Audubon newsletter, and a love for birds and their kin is something we all share. You’d also be correct in saying that bugs, 
bats, butterflies, flying fish, flying squirrels, airplanes, and balloons all fly; but nothing flies like the thing I am about to 
mention. What incredibly fast and furious flyer am I talking about? Time, of course! 

Time has flown by faster than a Peregrine Falcon doing a dive bomb during the months I’ve spent as Program Coordinator. 
While it sometimes still feels like I just started, I also can’t believe how much I was able to help us accomplish in 2015, 
coordinating a number of programs and events, building up partnerships, and reaffirming our place in the regional bird 
conservation network. We expect even greater things for 2016. 

On a more personal note, more programs and partnerships are not all we are “expecting” in 2016. I am both happy and sad 
to announce that my husband and I are expecting our first child in January, which is why I officially stepped down from 
the Program Coordinator position in mid-December. Because I believe in our mission and want to continue helping Detroit 
Audubon grow, I look forward to rejoining Detroit Audubon as the Education Committee Co-chair early in 2016. It was 
a pleasure to spend the past few months working for such a wonderful organization, and I consider it a real gift to have 
helped advance its mission during this special time in my life. Below are some of the other events I was proud to have 
been involved with during Fall 2015. (See articles in this newsletter and in the Summer 2015 Flyway to learn more about 
these activities.) 

Elmwood Cemetery Walks Sept. 19 & Oct. 17  Family Fun Day: Fall in Love with Birds Oct. 29  
Flying Wild Oct. 22, 29  Midtown Bird Walk Oct. 30  
Bird Friendly gardening Oct. 28  Boo at the Zoo Oct. 31 
Looking ahEad 
For many things in nature, winter is a time of quietude and dormancy. During the colder months, resident birds conserve 
energy by reducing their activity level and relying on fat reserves acquired during fall. Squirrels do the same, hunkering 
down and sleeping long hours in their oak leaf nests. Trees slow down their metabolism too—bare branches keeping new 
leaves tight in the bud until the spring thaw. Winter seems to bring about a general slowing down or suspension of most 
functioning in the natural world, if not deep sleep itself! 

Well, we will be anything but dormant at Detroit Audubon this winter! We have a lot planned for 2016, and there is no 
better time than winter for organizations like ours to prepare for all we have in store.

EnhanCing Bird ExhiBits at thE dEtroit ChiLdrEn’s MUsEUM 
Detroit Audubon is excited to partner with the Detroit Children’s Museum to enhance current bird exhibits and create 
complementary bird activities for visitors and guests. I have been working with staff at the Detroit Children’s Museum to 
create a “blueprint” for our future together. Together, we conceived of projects at three levels. Easy: The museum would 
like us to create ID cards for unlabeled birds in the museum. Medium: Next, the museum would like us to create an 
“indoor birdwatching” lesson plan that engages visitors with museum birds. Hard: As the third objective, the Detroit 
Children’s Museum would like to co-host a special event/fundraiser gala in which they can showcase the museum’s first 
edition Audubon prints. 

LaUnChing Bird EdUCation PrograMs at thE dEtroit ChiLdrEn’s hosPitaL 
Dr. Bonita Stanton, member of our Education Committee and Vice Dean of Research at the Wayne State University Medical 
School, has connected us to hospital staff who have expressed an interest in having us conduct monthly bird programs 
there. We are currently filling out the requisite forms, hoping to host our first hospital program this winter! 
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BOARD MEMBERS 
RECEIVE COMMUNITY 

RECOGNITION 
Partner award 
Gisela Lendle-King 
received the Partner 
Award at the annual 
Oakland County Trail, 
Water & Land Alliance 
Fall Celebration on 
Thursday, October 1, 2015. 
Congratulations, gisela! 

smiley nature Preserve 
dedicated 
The Jack R. Smiley Nature 
Preserve in Superior Township 
was dedicated on Sunday, 
September 20, 2015.  
The Preserve 
is right across 
the road from 
the Superior 
Township 
Hall. Jack is 
a longtime 
Detroit Audubon 
board member, and founder of the Southeast 
Michigan Land Conservancy (SMLC). He was 
lauded by the current Executive Director of 
SMLC, by the Superior Township Supervisor, 
and by a county planner for ensuring a lasting 
natural legacy for the residents of that 
township and the region. Nobody is more 
deserving of such an honor than Jack! 

Environmental steward award 
Detroit Audubon President Jim Bull received 
the Outstanding Environmental Steward Award 
from Michigan Interfaith Power and Light at its 
annual conference on Friday, October 9 in East 
Lansing.



the audubon online Bird guide 
This online guide to North American birds 

features over 800 species of birds in 22 orders 
and 74 families. 

The guide covers all of North America’s regular 
breeding birds, as well as non-breeding species 

that regularly or occasionally visit North 
America, north of Mexico. 

Click below to use the Guide. 

http://www.audubon.org/field-guide 

Earthshare
EarthShare is a national non-profit 

organization with more than 25 years 
of experience in connecting people and 

workplaces with effective ways to support 
critical environmental causes. 

Check it out...  
http://www.earthshare.org

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
the Flyway has gone green. 
Only the Spring issue of the Flyway is now 

printed and mailed annually. 

For the other three digital issues, we need all 
members’ email addresses. 

If you, or a member you know, missed an issue 
of the Flyway or would like to be added to our 
email list, please contact the Detroit Audubon 

Program Coordinator.
For advertising rates, contact the DA office.

Ways YoU Can support and 
Connect with detroit audubon
Shop at the Detroit Audubon bookstore. 

Members receive a 10% discount! 

Support the Holiday Fundraising Appeal by 
making a donation. 

Volunteer to staff our table at conferences, 
help plan or host events, or assist in the office. 

Like Detroit Audubon on your  
Facebook page. 

Follow Detroit Audubon on Twitter. 
Explore our photo library on Flickr. 
Introduce a friend to birds and nature  
at a Detroit Audubon field trip or event. 

Designate Detroit Audubon as the 
Community Rewards recipient for your  
Kroger card. Kroger will donate up to  

$300 per household per quarter.  
[Note: you must re-designate Detroit Audubon 
as your rewards recipient each year in April.] 

For more on how to help make a difference 
with Detroit Audubon, please go to  

http://detroitaudubon.org/wordpress/
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

DETROIT AUDUBON 
MISSION STATEMENT

adopted November 2015 

The Detroit Audubon Society promotes 
awareness and protection of the 
environment through education, 

research, and advocacy. 

We initiate and support efforts to 
foster the preservation of birds and 

other wildlife and the clean air, water, 
wetlands, grasslands, woodlands, and 

other natural resources  
upon which all life depends.
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grassLand Bird Monitoring and rEstoration at thE MEtroParks 
Detroit Audubon and the Huron-Clinton Metroparks partnered this summer to monitor grassland birds at Oakwoods 
Metropark in Belleville, MI. We followed up with a Grassland Stewardship Workday on November 13th in which volunteers 
collected seeds and removed invasive shrubs from the locations monitored. Preserving grasslands has long-term benefits. 
Thanks to all who came! 

PartnErshiP With saVing Birds thrU haBitat 
“Saving Birds Thru Habitat” (SBTH) is a nonprofit organization based in northern Michigan. For several years, SBTH has 
sponsored birding activities for a class of Detroit fourth-grade students with the help of retired area teacher Dave Watkins. 
The lessons culminated with a field trip to Magee Marsh at the height of spring migration. The students are excellent 
learners. A month later, they could identify over 20 different species they saw. We are inviting the graduates, now fifth 
graders, to join our Young Birders’ Club. SBTH will be working with a new fourth-grade class this spring. At the Midwest 
Birding Symposium, Jim Bull and I talked with Dave Watkins and SBTH Executive Director Kay Charter about a potential 
partnership. Ideas include sponsoring and leading another fourth-grade class at the same school to become birders.

WEBsitE UPgradEs and MoVE to nEW host 
I have been working with Lani Chisnell, a professional web developer in Ann Arbor, to move our website and email 
accounts from Earthlink to the Ann Arbor-based A2Hosting. Lani recently completed a beautiful redesign of our website 
(http://detroitaudubon.org/wordpress/) with features that will enable users to register for field trips, make 
donations, become a member, and more. I’ve also been working with Wayne State University web development student 
and Detroit Audubon volunteer Shelley Richards to harvest all of the old website content for permanent archiving. 

A project that is already underway: A Year of Birds on the Detroit Riverfront (see page 2). 

If you are interested in getting involved with any of these projects, we would love to hear from you! May you and your 
families, as well as the birds and nature we work so hard to protect, have a peaceful and blessed 2016! 
Fourth-grade birders 
from a Detroit 
elementary school 
learned birding 
through a series of 
lessons provided 
by Saving Birds 
Thru Habitat. The 
course culminated 
with a field trip 
to Magee Marsh 
Wild Area in Ohio. 
This spring, Detroit 
Audubon hopes to 
work with another 
fourth-grade class 
at this same school 
to help introduce 
more children to the 
wonders of birding. 
Photo used by 
permission of Saving 
Birds Thru Habitat.

http://www.audubon.org/field-guide 
http://www.earthshare.org
mailto:daprogramcoordinator@detroitaudubon.org
http://detroitaudubon.org/wordpress/
http://detroitaudubon.org/wordpress/


I hate saying goodbye, especially when it has been such a short time since you 
said “hello.” Many folks say “so long” instead because it sounds less final. However, 
“goodbye,” according to some, is a contraction of “God be with you”—a rather nice 
expression if one believes in God and wishes the other to fare well upon parting. All of 
which leads up to this: Detroit Audubon said goodbye to Sara Cole (Srinivasan) when 
she left our employ on December 18th. 

I couldn’t believe our good fortune when we hired her. Can you imagine finding an accomplished young woman 
who has a master’s degree in environmental education, two teaching certificates, bird research and banding 
experience, has worked as a bird educator, and has written two curricula on birds? How can we ever find 
somebody who can match those qualifications? The answer is, we won’t; but we have found another outstanding 
person—Terra Weiland—with somewhat different talents to fill that position who will move us forward in some 
exciting new ways. 

As for Sara, she was even better than we hoped once she got on the job. What a breath of fresh air! We discovered 
that she is an artist, with endless creativity; and a keen mind for developing sound environmental education and 
evaluation. She wants to know not only that a program or curriculum is designed in a quality way—but that it 
actually works when implemented. In addition to being a consummate networker, Sara redesigned our website 
and our tabletop exhibit, and created artistic signs for every event she planned. 

Because of Sara’s work, we have many irons in the fire—and they are getting hot. Her efforts make us more 
effective in fulfilling our mission. It may be a cliché, but she has helped Detroit Audubon soar to new heights. 

The good news is that Sara is not leaving entirely. She will stay involved with Detroit Audubon, and see the 
projects she began to completion—just in a different capacity. As a first-time mother (her son is due around 
January 7th), Sara wants to devote herself to her new role; but will also make time to serve as a Detroit Audubon 
board member and co-chair of our new Education/Communications Committee. She will be a vital source of 
creativity and sound input, as well as contributing to visionary decision-making on our board. Who knows? She 
might be the next president! 

Please thank Sara for all she has done in her short tenure as Program Coordinator and welcome her back, by 
our first board meeting in February, to her new role in helping to govern this organization and working to forge 
policies to take us to greater heights. Our new Program Coordinator Terra Weiland is in place, so Sara could teach 
her the ropes before she gets preoccupied with her new little birder-to-be! 

The second half of this Bully Pulpit is cheerleading for a project as critically important as it is sobering—Safe 
Passage Great Lakes, started by the late Fred Charbonneau and now ably headed by former board member Rob 
Duchene. Safe Passage is committed to stopping the avian carnage that results from tall buildings with their lights 
kept on at night during migration. The building lights confuse migratory birds that evolved to deal with only two 
kinds of lights in the night sky—the stars and the moon. Migratory birds often circle buildings endlessly until 
they drop dead of exhaustion. 

The Safe Passage Committee has launched a bird casualty monitoring program. With it, they may convince 
building owners who haven’t signed the pledge to turn off lights during migration. The data collected will 
also show building managers/owners who have pledged to follow the recommended guidelines that their 
commitment makes a difference. (Turning off lights also saves money, luckily for the birds.) So far, several people 
have agreed to get up before dawn to do surveys in downtown Detroit, Southfield and Troy. 

Toronto already has a very successful program for both monitoring bird strikes and getting folks to turn their lights 
out during spring and fall migration periods. They even had an exhibit at the Royal Ontario Museum showcasing 

the avian toll. Maybe the Michigan Science Center will partner with us down the line for a similar exhibit so that 
together we may educate the public about this important issue. 

Not only does the Safe Passage Committee work on turning out the lights of tall buildings during migration, but 
it also promotes bird-safe construction—especially windows. Rob tells me that, unfortunately, some of the latest 
research indicates that “bird-safe” glass may not be so bird-safe after all. For their limited success, these windows 
are very costly. We’d better go back to the drawing board to find better ways to make glass that humans can see 
through clearly but won’t fool birds into thinking there is no barrier. Fortunately, Rob tells me there are many 
other low-cost strategies that are effective. 

We want to have more Safe Passage monitors this spring to capture a bigger—and thus more reliable—sample 
size of bird fatalities. More sampling will tell us how serious the problem is by area, and how great an impact we 
are having on it. Detroit is becoming a good destination for watching birds and other wildlife. So, let‘s make sure 
we are also leaders in ensuring that the birds can make their long journeys from wintering to breeding habitat 
and back, safely. If you are interested and have the time, please volunteer for the Safe Passage Bird Casualty 
Survey. (If we find live injured birds, they will go to a wildlife rehabilitator right away. So far, one Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird was found injured, taken to a rehab facility, and released safely.) 

We also need a Safe Passage volunteer coordinator for this massive undertaking: assessing birds as they come in, 
putting dead ones in a freezer, and taking injured birds to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator pronto. The volunteer 
coordinator also must help recruit and schedule volunteers, and keep records of volunteer hours and bird tallies. 

Finally, in this holiday season with its spirit of giving, reflect upon how birds give us so much enjoyment and 
ecological dividends; then, think about one or two ways that you could give back to our feathered friends. Emily 
Dickinson eloquently expressed the inspiration and contribution of birds to our lives: 

“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 
That perches in the soul - 
And sings the tune without the words - 
And never stops - at all -
And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 
And sore must be the storm - 
That could abash the little Bird 
That kept so many warm -
I’ve heard it in the chillest land - 
And on the strangest Sea - 
Yet - never - in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb - of me.

Wishing you and yours the happiest  
and birdiest of new years!
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THE PRESIDENT’S BULLY PULPIT, WINTER 2015-16 
By James N. (Jim) Bull, Ph.D., President

Program Coordinator Sara Cole has resigned to become a full-time 
mother, but will continue as a Detroit Audubon board member and 
volunteer. Thank you, Sara!



saVE this datE:  
WEdnEsdaY JanUarY 27

PROGRAM ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND BIRDS
at Cass Corridor Commons,  

405 Cass avenue, detroit, Mich.
National Audubon Society scientists recently 

completed a comprehensive analysis modeling 
the winter and summer ranges of 588 North 
American bird species in response to future 

climate change. 

Using extensive citizen science data and 
detailed climate layers, these models 

characterize the relationship between the 
distribution of each species and climate 

through the end of the century. 

Nationally known climate expert and National 
Audubon Research Scientist Dr. Chad Wilsey 
(above) will talk about the results and the 

implications for conservation. 

The science is clear that climate change is the 
biggest conservation threat to birds through 
the rest of the century. As a result, the fate of 
North American birds will depend critically on 
conservation decisions that reduce the impacts 

of climate change, as well as the ability of 
these birds to colonize areas that become 

climatically suitable outside of their  
current ranges. 

This program is co-sponsored by National 
Audubon (who brings the speaker to us at no 

charge) and the Climate Justice Program of the 
East Michigan Environmental Action Council.
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August of 2015 saw Detroit Audubon’s Safe Passage Great Lakes (SPGL) project initiate a new enterprise. To date, SPGL has 
largely been a “Lights Out” program, and it has been pretty successful in that work. Migrating birds generally fly at night 
and are attracted to the artificial light emitted from tall buildings after dark. This high-level light increases bird strikes 
and often kills the birds that hit the glass structures in their path. GM, Ford, Fiat-Chrysler, Wayne County, and Wayne State 
University are some of the entities that have pledged to reduce their lighting above the 5th floor during the bird migration 
periods in spring and autumn. 

The goal of the Safe Passage Great Lakes program is to reduce the number of fatal bird strikes while birds are migrating. 
Of course, exactly how successful we have been at preventing needless bird mortalities is hard to gauge, since Detroit 
Audubon had no baseline data. 

To quantify the impact of lights on tall buildings, Detroit Audubon has begun our Bird Collision Survey initiative with the 
idea of accumulating some hard data and assessing the extent of the problem. Our volunteers, Priscilla and Cole Hawkins, 
Lisa and Dwayne Badgero, Chris Fielding, and Linda Duchene participated in a training program to prepare them to go 
into the urban “wilderness” to look for avian casualties. These hardy volunteers rose early in the morning and traveled 
to downtown Detroit and along Big Beaver Road in Troy to search the sidewalks and lawns around selected buildings to 
assess the bird loss experienced the night before. The idea was to recover dead birds, identify them, and send them to the 
Zoology Department of the University of Michigan - Ann Arbor. The volunteers were also instructed how to recover live 
birds and where to take them for rehabilitation. These unusually dedicated bird-lovers deserve a lot of credit for taking on 
such an assignment. It must be as emotionally taxing as it is physically challenging. 

The autumn migration ended October 31, but the Safe Passage Great Lakes Committee will be meeting throughout the 
winter months to plan ahead for the Spring 2016 Migration. Obviously, there are a lot of towering buildings in the Metro 
Detroit area. We need additional volunteers to get a more accurate portrayal of the danger night-lit buildings present to 
the traveling songbird. If you think this challenge is something that you might like to meet, call Rob Duchene at 248-549-
6328 or email robduchene@gmail.com. The training and materials are free. 

Just think, you could be a lifesaver!

SAFE PASSAGE GREAT LAKES ENTERS NEW PHASE 
by Rob Duchene 

Meet terra!
Hello, I’m Terra Weiland and I’d like to 

introduce myself as Detroit Audubon’s new 
Program Coordinator. My passion is the 

intersection of natural history and working 
with the public, and that’s why I’m so excited 
to be with Detroit Audubon right now. I think 

that we as a community can achieve some 
really important goals for this organization. 

I look forward to working with you all! I 
have prior experience conducting public 
outreach, environmental education, and 

working closely with volunteers at other jobs. 
Much of my work has a strong emphasis on 

communicating about Ornithology to the 
public, and I’m always excited to discuss, plan 
and learn about great birding opportunities! 
I graduated from Middlebury College with a 

degree in Conservation Biology and a minor in 
Elementary Education. My name means “earth” 

in Latin, so of course these interests are  
natural to me.

Terra

Dr. Chad 
Wilsey

mailto:robduchene%40gmail.com?subject=Safe%20Passage%20Great%20Lakes


oFFiCE oPEn hoUsE Wednesday, august 26 
Several of our members and folks from the community dropped by for refreshments, 
exhibits about our work, and to see our new office at Cass Corridor Commons (4605 Cass 
Avenue, Detroit) right near Wayne State University and adjacent to the First Unitarian 
Universalist Church. The office gives our staff and volunteers a place to work collectively 
and have a presence in the community.  

gLEnn haEgE’s handYMan shoW saturday, sept. 12 
Detroit Audubon was invited to have an exhibit table at the remote broadcast of Glenn 
Haege’s The Handyman Show (WJR 760 AM) at the grand opening of the Walnut Lake 
Ace Hardware in West Bloomfield. Board members Rochelle Breitenbach and Jack 
Smiley staffed the table. Mr. Haege interviewed Rochelle on the air about how birds 
survive the winter and how we can help them. During that segment, the owner of 
Four Bears Water Park called in to report that he was watching  an eagle’s nest on his 
property as he spoke. Visit http://www.wjr.com/the-handyman-show-with-
glenn-haege/ 

MidWEst Birding sYMPosiUM september 11-12 
Detroit Audubon Program Coordinator Sara Cole and President Jim Bull took turns 
staffing a booth at the Midwest Birding Symposium sponsored by Michigan Audubon, 
Saginaw Bay Land Conservancy, and Birder’s Digest. This is the first time the symposium 
has been in Michigan for years. Highlights included a field trip and keynote presentation 
by none other than John James Audubon himself (aka Brian Ellis). 
Another highlight was a fascinating talk by Amar Ayyash on gull and tern 
identification. Caleb Putnam, National Audubon Society’s Michigan Important Bird 
Area Coordinator, led a session on the roof of the planetarium on how to identify night 
migrating passerines by their flight calls and chips.  
Sara arranged a meeting with folks from Saving Birds thru Habitat, which promises to 
blossom into a partnership to enable us to bring birding to Detroit elementary school 
students. See more on page 4.
Detroit Audubon is pleased to have been a part of the Midwest Birding Symposium 
this year. Word has it Bay City will host it once again in 2017, after which it will move 
on to another venue. Do plan to go in September 2017! 

sWiFt night oUt september 12-13 
Detroit Audubon hosted a booth both nights at the historic Winery building on Grand 
River Avenue near Orchard Lake Road in Farmington, Michigan. First, people gathered 
to hear live classic rock; then, as dusk approached, they watched thousands of Chimney 
Swifts swarm around the historic building. 
Each evening the swifts twittered and cycled into a living tornado, swirling down into 
the immense chimney. The giant, hollow brick structure serves as a rest stop for the 
swifts on their long migration journey. This 150-foot chimney was originally built to 
service a coal-fired electric plant that provided energy for Detroit’s trolley cars once 
upon a time. Now, the chimney is part of a historic winery owned by David White, who 
happens to be a swift aficionado just like his father, who owned the building before 
him. The chimney was established as the Swift Sanctuary in 2013.

As the swifts swooped into the chimney, a mounted camera captured the images 
inside. The spiraling forms were projected onto the white back wall of the old winery 
building, which made a perfect theater screen! Detroit Audubon’s Rebecca Minardi 
staffed the booth on Saturday night; Sara Cole and Jim Bull staffed on Sunday night. 
Jim also shared a PowerPoint presentation about the natural history of swifts. 
Larry Schwitters, a swift expert from Seattle who installed the camera, counted them 
from across the country by watching the live video as they left the chimney each 
morning. He counted 12,000 birds Saturday and 13,000 birds Sunday. Quite a swift 
gathering, don’t you think? 
While reports from other years estimated as many as 50,000 swifts in a single night, 
this year the top number was 18,000 in one night, which is still quite impressive. It is 
not unusual for numbers to vary from year to year, as conditions change. The 50,000 
figure may have been entirely possible for that night in that exceptional year. 
Detroit Audubon is a partner in the live-cam project with the Swift Sanctuary. They 
can use donations to help cover the estimated $75,000 required for tuckpointing and 
other repairs to keep the swifts’ chimney stopover fit and stable for years to come. 

Curious guests visit our new office  
during Detroit Audubon’s Open House  

at Cass Corridor Commons. 

Above, John James Audubon, aka Brian Ellis, 
leads a bird hike in Bay City for participants at 

the Midwest Birding Symposium. 
Below, Sara at the Detroit Audubon  

display table. 

People listen to 
rock music as 
they wait for 
dusk and the 
dance of the 
swifts. 
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FALL 2015 PROGRAMS AND EVENTS - LEARNING AND SHARING THROUGH DISCOVERY
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haWkFEst september 19-20 
Detroit Audubon was proud to be a part of the Lake Erie Metropark Hawkfest this year! 
Our table was situated inside the Marsh Museum where we spoke with visitors and sold 
books and other items at our portable nature bookstore. Despite wind and rain on the 
first day, we had a great time supporting this wonderful annual event. 
The annual celebration of hawks and other raptors along the Detroit River, Hawkfest 
takes place during the peak of fall raptor migration. In addition to hawk counters 
and watchers stationed along the river, there are live birds of prey for viewing, 
presentations, displays, and children’s activities set up around the Marsh Museum. For 
birders and nature lovers alike, Hawkfest is one of the year’s highlights. 
Hawkfest is always the third weekend of September; so put it on your calendar now! 

Bat FEst september 26 
Detroit Audubon’s booth was at the 
Great Lakes Bat Festival that was 
held Saturday, September 26 at the 
Cranbrook Institute of Science in 
Bloomfield Hills. 
Left: At BAT FEST, Program 
Coordinator Sara Cole poses with 
Stellaluna, the main character in a 
children’s’ book about a bat that gets 
separated from her mother. 

FLYing WiLd EdUCator’s WorkshoP october 22 & 29
Kathleen Dougherty of Oakland County Parks and Recreation and Detroit Audubon’s 
Sara Cole co-hosted this two-part workshop for educators interested in learning about 
the Flying Wild curriculum (published by the Council for Environmental Education). 
Twelve educators completed both sessions and received Flying Wild certification. 
In addition to co-leading the program, Sara presented about Detroit Audubon and 
recruited Detroit-area educators interested in helping out at future Detroit Audubon 
events.  

Bird-FriEndLY gardEning in soUthFiELd october 28 
Barb Klimkowski, Southfield librarian, Master Gardener, and proponent of bird-friendly 
gardening, worked with Sara Cole to create and deliver a presentation about birds 
and bird-friendly gardening to about 30 people at the Southfield Public Library. Sara 
followed up with a short discussion about Detroit Audubon, our recent work, local 
birding hotspots, and more. The local cable channel recorded the presentations and will 
add the video to the Southfield Public Library collection. 
After the event, Barb Klimkowski wrote:

“Thank you so much for being part of my program at the Southfield Public Library last 
evening. Your presentation was wonderful, and you struck all the right notes. People 
loved hearing about “No Child Left Inside,” your description of children building their 
own birds’ nests, and explaining how our actions can affect birds globally,  
like purchasing shade-grown coffee. I’m looking forward to us helping  
Mike Talley put the video together for Cable 15 viewing. Again,  
thank you for making last night really special.”

“oWL-0-WEEn,” Boo at thE natUrE Zoo october 31 
Detroit Audubon and the East Michigan Environmental Action Council (EMEAC) teamed 
up to co-staff a table at this special Belle Isle Nature Zoo event. Over 200 people (mostly 
families with children) stopped by our table focused on “Owl-O-Ween.” Detroit Audubon 
offered kids the opportunity to learn about Michigan owls and what makes them so 
special. Using laminated pictures of real owl faces as inspiration, over 50 children cut out 
paper owl masks and colored them. Many thanks to Sara Cole (Srinivasan) for putting 
this activity together. It was a real “hoot;” one of the most popular stations at the event! 
Detroit Audubon sends a big thank you to EMEAC and the Belle Isle Nature Zoo for 
inviting us!

YOUNG BIRDERS’ CLUB
By Margaret Baxter, coordinator 

Calling all young birders! Detroit Audubon has launched its second season of programs 
designed specifically for young birders between the ages of 6 and 18. These programs 
aim to help young bird enthusiasts expand their knowledge of birds and birding, and 
allow them to explore possible career pathways. If you have children, grandchildren, 
friends, or neighbors who might be interested, feel free to invite them to join any of 
the Young Birder events. 

One such event was the September 19 Hawkfest at Lake Erie Metropark. The young 
birders attending this event had the opportunity to interact closely with birds of prey, 
including the American Kestrel. There were games, crafts, and a naturalist assisting 
visitors with overhead hawk identification. Young birders were shown the subtle 
differences between raptor species as they passed by on their migratory journey. 

Young Birders Club upcoming Events
Jan. 16 - Young Birders’ Club Jungle Birding and Pizza Party 
Feb. 13 - Donuts & Birds - Winter Songbird Identification and Hand Feeding 

March 12 - W.K. Kellogg Bird 
Sanctuary
April 2 - Woodcock Watch and 
Pizza Party
April 8 - Frog Symphony
May 7 - Point Pelee 
May 14 - Magee Marsh 
May 27-30 - Memorial Day 
Weekend Nature Get-Away 
June 3-4(5) - Kirtland’s Warbler 
Festival 
See the list of 2016 Events and 
Activities on page 12 and online for 
more on upcoming Young Birders 
events.

Migratory paths through Important Bird Areas 
along the Detroit River.

Above, abundant creativity as children cut out 
“Owl-O-Ween” masks and colored them.
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DETROIT GRASSLAND 
INITIATIVE

As you probably know, grasslands and 
grassland birds are fast disappearing. We have 
our work cut out, as the impetus is now on 
to mow more and more grass on Belle Isle, in 
Detroit neighborhoods, etc. Detroit’s various 
future plans have all adopted clear goals of 
creating more forests and wetlands on Detroit’s 
vacant land, but grasslands have been left out. 

While Detroit Audubon board members 
are passionate about saving and restoring 
grasslands, until Nov. 11th we had not gone 
on record with a policy statement about their 
importance. It was imperative for us to take a 
strong position and launch an initiative. 

Our Education Committee and Program 
Coordinator will be charged with developing 
educational programs and materials to help 
folks appreciate the importance of grasslands; 
and our Conservation Committee is now 
charged with leading us in advocacy for them. 

In the future, we will share more details of 
how the Detroit Grassland Initiative will play 
out, but here is the resolution that the board 
passed on Nov. 11, 2015:

Detroit Audubon hereby adopts  
as one of its chief goals to educate about, 
advocate for, and undertake programs to 
increase the amount of native grassland 
habitat in Detroit and the surrounding 

areas, including native prairie  
and mixed meadows. 

A Savannah Sparrow 
enjoys meadow habitat.  
Sharon Korte photo

Please consider helping Detroit Audubon in one of the following volunteer positions:

CoMMittEE Chairs and Co-Chairs:
CITIZEN SCIENCE AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE CHAIR This committee coordinates, 
oversees and promotes our two Christmas Bird Counts (Detroit Audubon, is mostly in 
Oakland County; and Rockwood, downriver), Black Tern Monitoring Project, Chimney 
Swift Monitoring Program, Project Feeder Watch, Bird-a-thon (share coordination 
with fund-raising committee), and dead and injured bird survey with Safe Passage 
Committee. This committee is also charged with a special project: researching and 
publishing a new edition of A Field List of Birds of the Detroit-Windsor Region.  

The chairperson would convene and chair the Citizen Science and Research Committee 
meetings three to four times a year, establish the agendas, and serve as the Citizen 
Science Committee’s representative on our board of directors.

CONSERvATION COMMITTEE CHAIR This committee coordinates public policy 
advocacy for Detroit Audubon, including researching and recommending policy 
positions for the Detroit Audubon board; coordinates action alerts for emails, phone 
calls, and letters to politicians; organizes attendance of Detroit Audubon volunteers 
at crucial public hearings, rallies, marches etc.; and coordinates appropriate petition 
drives. The chairperson would convene and chair at least four committee meetings per 
year, write or coordinate the writing of articles on environmental issues for the Flyway, 
DA website, Facebook page and other social media sites, recruit members for the 
Committee, and serve as the Committee’s representative to the board of directors.

CO-CHAIR OF FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE This committee plans and coordinates Detroit 
Audubon’s signature annual schedule of about 26 field trips each year, deciding which 
field trips to offer, when to offer them, and who will lead them. This committee should 
also compile statistics about field trip participation, evaluate offerings, promote field 
trips along with the education/communications committee, and recruit field trip 
leaders. Along with the other co-chair and Detroit Audubon president, convene at least 
one Field Trip Committee meeting per year.

FuNDRAISINg AND DEvELOPMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR This Committee does the 
major planning and coordination for our fundraising program, including our two 
annual appeals, Bird-a-thon, major gifts campaigns, planned giving, grant writing, 
and special giving campaigns—not only to generate the necessary income to 
maintain Detroit Audubon’s current operation but to grow in its staffing and missional 
impact. Develop plans to present to the board for its approval and involvement. The 
chairperson would convene and chair at least four committee meetings yearly, recruit 
committee members, and serve as the committee’s  representative to the board of 
directors. This person needs experience in fundraising, running annual and major gifts 
campaigns, and ideally would have connections with major funders in the Detroit area. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS for the following committees:
Conservation Education/ Communications
Citizen Science Fundraising and Development
If interested and qualified for any the above positions, please contact Detroit Audubon 

President Jim Bull at dapres@detroitaudubon.org or call 313-928-2950. A cover 
letter explaining your skills and background would be helpful.

othEr nEEds:
FIELD TRIP LEADERS: If you have been birding for at least a year or two, can identify 
most commons birds by sight and/or by song or call, and have a passion for sharing 
your joy of birds with others, you are a perfect candidate to lead a Detroit Audubon 
field trip. Remember, other good birders are usually along on field trips, who can help 
the group with identification as well. Currently we rely on just two or three people to 
lead most of our field trips. To make our field trip program more sustainable, we need 
more leaders, who may also bring different and creative ideas for field trips. Leaders 
may wish to join the Field Trip Committee, but that is not required. If interested, 
contact Jim Bull at dapres@detroitaudubon.org or call him at 313-928-2950

OFFICE vOLuNTEERS: We need folks to answer phones, do filing (both physically 
in vertical files and digitally, including uploading documents to Google Drive); keep 
records (including program attendance and volunteer hours); assist with report 
writing; send out press releases, thank-you letters, and member welcome letters; 
and take on other tasks to support our Program Coordinator. We can use a variety of 
office-related skills, but do need people with computers and record-keeping software 
experience. We especially need some who can enter data from our member surveys 
into a database so that the information is more easily retrievable. Must be passionate 
about Detroit Audubon’s mission. For now we’d like folks who can work during the day 
on a Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday. In the future we may expand to more days.

EDuCATION vOLuNTEERS: We need people who are interested in conducting 
environmental education programs for school-age children in formal classrooms, 
in the outdoors, and at Children’s Hospital. We will train you to do these programs. 
Background check may be required. Contact Terra Weiland at 313-960-3399 or 
daprogramcoordinator@detroitaudubon.org.  
TABLINg vOLuNTEERS: We need a cadre of volunteers who can staff our table at 
shows and special events to tell folks about Detroit Audubon, to do simple hands-on 
crafts or other activities with those stopping by (e.g. making owl masks at the Boo at 
the Nature Zoo), and to sell books and other nature-related merchandise. Contact Terra 
Weiland at daprogramcoordinator@detroitaudubon.org or call 313-960-3399.  

COMMITTEE OPENINGS and VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Connect with detroit audubon on social Media
Like us to get reminders and notices for field trips, 
volunteer opportunities, upcoming programs, and 

workshops. Share with your friends, and help spread  
the word about ways to help Detroit Audubon  

protect birds and the environment.
http://www.facebook.com/DetroitAudubon

http://www.twitter.com/DetroitAudubon
http://www.flickr.com/photos/DetroitAudubon

mailto:dapres@detroitaudubon.org
mailto:dapres@detroitaudubon.org
mailto:daprogramcoordinator@detroitaudubon.org
mailto:daprogramcoordinator@detroitaudubon.org
http://www.facebook.com/DetroitAudubon
http://www.twitter.com/DetroitAudubon


eBird Online Checklists 
eBird is a joint project of Cornell Laboratory of 

Ornithology and National Audubon. 

It is a site where you are encouraged  
to upload your birding checklists so that  
they can be used as a scientific database  

to increase our understanding of birds  
and the problems they face. 

Most Detroit Audubon field trip leaders  
upload their field trip bird lists to eBird.  

A link is often provided in field trip reports  
so you can view the entire list of what was 

seen. It is also a great way to get a heads-up 
about what has been seen at a particular 

birding spot before you go there. 

Go to www.ebird.com  
to explore this resource. 

Point MoUiLLEE sunday, august 9, 2015 
At left, a Yellowlegs; and right, a Willet—two stunning photos of shorebirds by Sharon 
Korte, taken on the Point Mouillee field trip led by Jim Fowler. 

We had a capacity turnout for the maximum four vehicles we were allowed to drive 
around on the dikes. 

oJiBWaY PrairiE dragonFLY august 27 
By Larry Urbanski 
Instead of doing the usual trip to Point Pelee, it was decided to stay a little closer to 
home and visit the gem of Windsor, Ontario—Ojibway Prairie. It is a complex of five 
different parks in close proximity to each other. Five of us met in the parking lot and 
had a great time picking out all the birds at a very busy birdfeeder behind the nature 
center. All the standard feeder birds were there, plus four hummingbirds and a Canada 
Warbler flittering about in a nearby tree. 

We had a pleasant walk through a hardwood forest and crossed the street for another 
walkabout in a tallgrass prairie. As a Towhee called in a nearby thicket, a Bald Eagle 
landed in a tree near the parking lot, giving us all a great view. The highlight of the 
trip, however, was still to come. 

Folks in the nature center directed us to nearby Springhill Park, a place known for its 
wildflowers and butterflies. Here you can find the pearl of Ojibway Prairie, a dragonfly 
called a Greater Spreadwing. Springhill Park is the only place in the whole country 
where this species is found. People travel here from all across Canada to check this 
dragonfly off their list. 

So, if you want to do something a little different from the ordinary outing, Ojibway 
Prairie is the place to be. Best of all, it is only 10 minutes from the Ambassador Bridge. 

ELMWood CEMEtErY Bird WaLks, sept. 19 and oct. 17 
By Leonard Weber 
We spotted a raptor on a horizontal limb of a large tree, maybe 15 to 20 feet from the 
ground. The Red-tailed Hawk posed perfectly still, staring right at us. This red-tailed 
avian looked typical, except for the dangling fuzzy tail. A quick second look with the 
help of binoculars clarified that the dangling tail was that of a fox squirrel clutched in 
the hawk’s talons. We watched for several minutes, keeping some distance to avoid 
disturbing it. The skilled hunter made no attempt to fly away. As we left the sighting 
area, he began to tear open the prey’s fur with expert efficiency. After the bird walk, 
more than a half hour later, I returned by myself. The hawk was still in the same spot, 
but there was no evidence of the squirrel remaining on the limb. 

This sighting occurred during the second of two Saturday morning fall bird walks 
in Elmwood Cemetery in Detroit. The walks took place on the cemetery grounds on 
September 19 and October 17. The cemetery is a good habitat for seeing certain fall 
migrants. We found some sparrows, kinglets, and thrushes. The cemetery’s open state 
provides a natural rest stop for birds as they pass through the region. 

Though the number of bird species we encountered was modest (about 15 each 

day), it is a fascinating historic 
location for a morning walk. 
Even dedicated bird watchers 
are likely to have their attention 
divided as they note so many 
famous Detroit names among the 
aged headstones. The October 
17 walk was enriched by the 
presence of Joan Capuano, 
Executive Director of the Historic 
Elmwood Foundation. Joan has 
been with the Foundation since 
2006. She directs all foundation 
projects, community outreach, 
tours, events, and programs. Her 
wealth of historical information 
added to our experience and 
understanding of the Elmwood 
birding site. 

LakE EriE MEtroPark oct. 10 
By Jim Bull 
It was a gorgeous warm fall day for this field trip; unfortunately only two people 
showed up. We had as much fun watching deer as we did observing our  
feathered friends. 

Deer continually appeared on the trail. A good-sized buck blocked the road at one 
point and then showed up on one of the trails. A doe with a fawn blocked the trail 
and fed for a long time around a marsh overlook platform. You never know what 
encounters you will have on 
these trips. 

As for birding, we sighted lots of 
American Robins, Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets, hundreds of Yellow-
rumped Warblers, and a couple 
of very loud Carolina Wrens. 
Curiously, we saw no raptors 
that day, but we did have some 
nice looks at Great Egrets and 
a few ducks. We snapped some 
beautiful photos to boot. 

10

2015 FIELD TRIP REPORTS - UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 

http://www.ebird.com/


sandhiLL CranEs at haEhnLE oct. 18 
By Jim Bull 
Twenty-one people showed up for the afternoon autumn hike at Haehnle Audubon 
Sanctuary in the middle of the Waterloo Recreation Area on the sunny, cool day—you 
know, October’s bright blue weather. Cranes started coming in early just as we started 
our nature walk at 3:30 PM. The previous two years, only a handful of cranes landed at 
Haehnle, which pushed us to go on to other spots in the Waterloo area to see them. 

About 12 more folks joined us to watch the cranes arrive at the observation hill. We 
also watched two Northern Harriers flit moth-like over the marsh, flying low and 
darting back and forth as they hunted for some unsuspecting prey. I checked the other 
spot we visited the last two years as an alternative site, but no cranes showed up there 
at all. Hearing the yodeling call of the cranes touches you deep inside—it is a call out 
of the primordial past. What a thrill to hear and see them each year! 

MidtoWn Birding Friday october 30 
by Jim Bull 
On a slightly overcast, pleasantly cool October Friday, five people gathered in front of 
Cass Corridor Commons. Program Coordinator Sara Cole took urban nature enthusiasts 
on a five-block nature hike through Detroit’s Midtown. The walk began with an 
introduction to urban bird identification and citizen science, and ended with a 
discussion about what we saw that day and upcoming events. 

She first showed them some study skins of 
some common birds we might see on the 
walk. She then talked about the importance 
of reporting sightings of even very common 
non-native birds, especially in urban areas, 
because there is not much data about urban 
environments. This is where ordinary citizens 
can make a huge contribution to science by 
documenting their sightings and reporting 
data via eBird. 

We had a puzzle to solve when we saw about 
a dozen House Sparrows on the sidewalk 
at the intersection of Prentiss and Cass. We 
could not readily identify what the sparrows 
were eating. There didn’t seem to be any 
seeds or human food on the pavement. Then 

we realized that the yellow mash on the sidewalk was from Ginkgo fruits that had 
fallen from overhanging limbs. I remembered my botany professor, Dr. K.S. Xavier at 
Adrian College, telling our class about them. He told us that one should never plant 
a female Gingko tree because the fruits “smell like an outhouse.” I had never seen a 
Gingko fruit before—I must have seen only male trees in the past. He was right about 
the smell. I wondered at first if there was a human waste problem here. Nope, just 
ancient Chinese trees doing their thing. 

Highlights of our Midtown hike were the first “Green Alley” on Second Ave. in Detroit, 

right next to the Green Garage—a hive and startup incubator for environmentally 
sustainable businesses. One of the field trip members had been on the first Midtown 
birding trip in July. As a result, she had added a hummingbird feeder to her plot in a 
beautiful community garden we passed. The garden area, still alive with many flowers 
and the trees around it with lots of avifauna, was surrounded by a beautiful wrought 
iron fence. She reported that the feeders worked—she had seen hummingbirds 
coming to them all during the summer. Brightly colored autumn leaves and Halloween 
decorations also attracted our interest. The hike was scheduled for an hour, but the 
group was having such a good time they stretched it out another 20 minutes! 

Several other Green Alleys in Detroit have sprung from this original’s inspiration. 
Maybe Detroit Audubon can help start a Green Alley near our office at Cass Commons, 
or create a butterfly and bird garden on the front lawn. Would you be willing to help 
with such a project? 

Group members had good suggestions about how to get the word out about the next 
Midtown birding field trip to local community groups, so maybe more folks will enjoy 
our next one. You could be one of them! We hope you’ll join us next time! 

Point EdWard to PinErY ProVinCiaL Park, nov. 7 
by Jim Bull 
Last year’s miserable, cold, rainy weather drove most of our participants away after 
only two hours! (This trip is usually an all-day excursion.) In contrast, this year’s 
weather was wonderful. It started out in the high 30s to mid-40s and overcast; but it 
turned sunny, windy but comfortable for the rest of the day. 

At Point Edward, right near the Blue Water Bridge on the Lake Huron coast, looking 
into the open waters of the lake, we spotted lots of Long-tailed Ducks, a number of 
Bonaparte’s Gulls, one Black Scoter, cormorants, lots of Bufflehead, a number of scaup, 
and several Horned Grebes. The sewage lagoons at Michigan Avenue and 21 Mile Road 
yielded one American Tree Sparrow, lots of shovelers, two Green-winged Teal Ducks, 
several Ruddy Ducks, lots of Ring-billed and Bonaparte’s Gulls, one Greater Yellowlegs, 
and one Kingfisher. 

We were disappointed; there were no pipits this year. We usually see them, but the 
water in the drainpipes was not running as usual, so the attraction that normally 
draws them was absent. It’s all about habitat! The shale concretions at Kettle Point 
were mostly invisible due to high water; however, we did see a few on a low bluff. At 
Ipperwash Beach, we saw one White-winged Scoter, but it was way out and the views 
were not ideal. 

After lunch, at the Pinery we spied some White-breasted Nuthatches, Tufted Titmice, 
Fox Sparrows, and one Common Loon way out on Lake Huron. Amazing, towering 
white thunderclouds filled the eastern sky on the way back home. The day was 
wonderful, but just two people came on this tour. Perhaps last year’s weather scared 
off participants; but, when weather permits, there are amazing sights to behold. 
Actually, some of our best sightings have been in very frigid conditions. 

See the eBird trip checklist at  
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S25744197
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Sandhill Cranes fly above 
Haehnle as birdwatchers 
(below) wait.

Green Alley: Sara Cole points out pervious pavement in 
Midtown near the Community Garden.

Sharon Korte and Larry urbanski at 
Point Edward.

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S25744197
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Detroit Audubon field trips offer fantastic year-round birding opportunities. 
We visit renowned regional hotspots during the migration season. Other 
trips focus on the many interesting resident species. All trips are free unless 
otherwise noted. Everyone is welcome, especially beginning birders, and 
you can always bring a friend.  

•  Please contact the Detroit Audubon office at 313-960-3399, or 
email the field trip leader by 5 PM the day before the trip 

•  Leave your name, email address, phone number, and the 
number of people in your party  
This will tell us how many to expect, and we can notify you of 
any changes. If you want to carpool or are willing to let someone 
ride with you (especially on field trips farther afield) email 
daprogramcoordinator@detroitaudubon.org or call 313-960-3399.

ELMWOOD CEMETERY January 8, 2016 (Friday) 9 AM -11 AM  
Leader: Jim Bull  
This is one in a series of walks to explore the birds, unique landmarks, and 
history of this beautiful 86-acre cemetery, among the top “must-see” Detroit 
historic sites. Designed by renowned landscape architect Frederick Law 
Olmstead and dedicated in 1846, the cemetery provides a unique opportunity 
to experience the nature, culture, and history of Detroit. Other Elmwood trips: 

March 18 (Friday) 9 AM - 11 AM Leader: TBA  
April 15 (Friday) 9 AM - 11 AM Leader: TBA  
May 13 (Friday) Leader: Leonard Weber  
May 27 (Friday) Leader: Leonard Weber 

Summer Elmwood Cemetery walks will be announced in the next issue. 

YOuNg BIRDERS’ CLuB JuNgLE BIRDINg and PIZZA PARTY  
January 16, 2016 (Saturday) 1 PM  
Sterling Heights Nature Center  
As we eat pizza, former board member Rose Attilio will give a humorous and 
inspiring slide program about her lifelong dream of birding in the jungle and 
how she made it come true. It will encourage young birders to hold onto their 
dreams. The Sterling Heights Nature Center Young Naturalists will join us for 
this event. There are many live Michigan animals to see in the nature center 
and all kinds of birds at the feeder. Those interested may take a short walk 
after Rose’s program. RSVP to daspres@detroitaudubon.org with the 
number in your party, so we know how much pizza to provide.  

Other 2016 YOuNg BirDers’ CluB eveNts: 
FEB. 13 - DONuTS & WINTER SONgBIRDS with Leonard Weber 
APRIL 2 - WOODCOCK WATCH AND PIZZA PARTY 
APRIL 8 - FROg SYMPHONY 
MAY 7 - POINT PELEE with Leonard Weber  
MAY 14 - MAgEE MARSH, INTERNATIONAL MIgRATORY BIRD DAY 
MAY 27-30 - MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND NATuRE gET-AWAY  
JuNE 3-4(5) - KIRTLAND’S WARBLER FESTIvAL, ROSCOMMON, MI 

SHIvER ON THE RIvER  February 6, 2016 (Saturday) 
Belle Isle Nature Center Field Trip 9 AM -11 AM  
Leader: Richard Quick  
The Detroit River is a key wintering area for waterfowl in North America, 
and Belle Isle is a very convenient location to take it in without having 
to go too far from your vehicle. Did you know Belle Isle is included in the 
National Audubon Society’s designated Important Bird Areas? This field 
trip is on the same day as Shiver on the River at the Belle Isle Casino (see 
below). Why not drop by our booth after the field trip! 

Belle Isle Casino and gabriel Richard Park 10 AM - 4 PM  
Leaders: TBA  
Join us for presentations about wintering waterfowl of the Detroit River in 
a collaborative program with Detroit Audubon, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy at the Belle Isle Casino. The 
three groups sponsor 15-minute tours of Gabriel Richard Park with the 
Birding interpretive sign and permanently mounted spotting scopes. Check 
the Detroit Audubon exhibit at Shiver on the River for complete schedule. 

YOuNg BIRDERS CLuB DONuTS & WINTER SONgBIRDS  
February 13, 2016 (Saturday) 9 AM  
Kensington Metropark   
Back by popular demand, the young birders will visit Kensington Metropark 
with our guide Leonard Weber. During the 2014 excursion, we saw many 
songbirds and even had them landing on our hands, arms, and heads as they 
took seeds from the kids. We even had a brief Bald Eagle sighting. Participants 
will meet at the Kensington Nature Center. This activity is especially 
appropriate for very young birders. 

OWL PROWL March 5, 2016 (Saturday) 7 PM  
St. James Episcopal Church, grosse Isle  
Leader: Jim Bull  
Great Horned Owls will have been nesting since early February, Barred Owls 
will just be beginning to nest, and Screech Owls will be getting ready to nest. 
Since they are defending territories, playing an owl tape or imitating their 
calls will likely bring them in where we can see them by lantern light. Meet at 
St. James Episcopal Church for an introductory slide show on owls. Contact Jim 
Bull or the DA Program Coordinator by March 1 to make reservations. 

W.K. KELLOgg BIRD SANCTuARY**  
March 12, 2016 (Saturday) 8 AM   
The site for this outing is operated by Michigan State University. If you ever 
wanted to see and photograph a large number of duck species, this is the 
place to see a variety of waterfowl species up close and personal! We will 
leave at 8 AM (departure location TBA) and return by 5 PM. We will have a 
tour led by Kellogg Bird Sanctuary naturalists ($4 per person) which should be 
well worth it. Bring your lunch; Kellogg will set up tables for us to eat inside if 
it is too cold or inclement outside.  

**Pre-registration and payment are required. Pay at a prior event, or 
send a check to Detroit Audubon, 4605 Cass Avenue, Detroit, MI 48201 with 
“Kellogg Sanctuary” in the memo line. 

ELMWOOD CEMETERY  
March 18, 2016 (Friday) 9 AM—11 AM 
1200 Elmwood Avenue, Detroit, MI 48207  
Leader: Detroit Audubon Program Coordinator  
See Jan. 8 description above. Park near the cemetery headquarters or on the 
road along the edge of the pond. 

YOuNg BIRDERS CLuB PIZZA PARTY AND WOODCOCK WATCH  
April 2, 2016 (Saturday)  
6 PM Young Birder’s Club Pizza Party  
7:30 PM Woodcock Watch 
Oakwoods Metropark Nature Center 
Leaders: Park Naturalist and Jim Bull  
Right at dusk, this sandpiper, with its long beak and huge comical eyes, does 
its spectacular aerial courtship display in open areas. This program is great for 
families with children. 

FROG SYMPHONY  
April 8, 2016 (Friday) 7 PM  
West Bloomfield Nature Preserve  
Leaders: Sally Petrella (Friends of the Rouge), Lauren Azoury (West 
Bloomfield Naturalist), and Jim Bull (Detroit Audubon)  
Join us for an evening of listening to, and searching for, frogs. We often  
see salamanders, Wood Ducks, herons, and owls as well. Co-sponsored  
by Detroit Audubon and Friends of the Rouge, this program is especially  
suited for children. 

ELMWOOD CEMETERY  
April 15, 2016 (Friday) 9 AM-11 AM  
Leader: Detroit Audubon Program Coordinator  
See description above. Other Elmwood trip dates are: May 13 and 27. 
MEMORIAL DAY NATuRE gET-AWAY, LOON LAKE 
MAY 27-30, 2016 
Don’t miss this weekend with wonderful people and fine birds at the Loon 
Lake Lutheran Retreat Center, and areas nearby like the Kirtland’s Warbler 
Management Area and Tawas Point. See Flyway article, and watch the 
website and Facebook for registration information.

See an updated list of Field Trips with links to maps on the Event Calendar 
sidebar at http://detroitaudubon.org/wordpress/birding/field-trips/

mailto:daprogramcoordinator%40detroitaudubon.org?subject=Detroit%20Audubon%20Field%20Trip
mailto:daspres%40detroitaudubon.org?subject=Young%20Birders%20Event
http://detroitaudubon.org/wordpress/birding/field-trips/
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